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A Letter from the Foundation President
The Foundation’s Board is deeply focused on investing for long-term 
growth, guided by the belief that permanence and purpose go hand in 
hand. We are proud to offer donors meaningful opportunities to align their 
generosity with their passions, whether through support for specific areas 
of interest, memorial gifts honoring loved ones, or estate gifts that extend 
one’s values well into the future.  

Your support makes a real difference. If you are considering renewing or 
expanding your commitment, there are several ways to do so. Donors may 
join the Perennial Society with a gift of $10,000, or the Bonsai Society 
with a gift of $100,000.  These commitments can be fulfilled annually, 
through multi-year pledges, or as part of an estate plan. Each option helps 
strengthen the roots that sustain the Gardens’ future. To learn more about 
how you can give most meaningfully, contact Susanne Veeneman, the 
Foundation’s Executive Director. 

It is also impossible to reflect on the Gardens’ success without 
acknowledging how fortunate our community is to have benefited from 
the extraordinary generosity of the Meijer family. Their founding vision 
and continued, multi-generational support made this institution possible, 
and their legacy continues to enrich the lives of all who visit.  

Finally, I am honored to serve as President of the Foundation and to 
work alongside directors and staff who share such deep commitment to 
the Gardens’ future. Together, we are not simply preserving something 
beautiful, we are cultivating something enduring.

Thank you for your continued support. Your generosity sustains this 
extraordinary place and ensures that it will continue to inspire, educate 
and bring beauty to our community for many years to come.

With gratitude,

Dear Friends of the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Foundation,

A thoughtful gardener plans not 
just for what will bloom this season, 
but for what will take root, mature, 
and endure. In much the same way, 
the Gardens Foundation exists to 
cultivate the long-term vitality of 
the Gardens, carefully stewarding 
resources today so that beauty, 
learning and inspiration continue to 
flourish for generations to come.

This year marks the Foundation’s 34th anniversary, offering a moment 
for both pride and perspective. From its earliest days, the Gardens has 
grown into a place where horticulture and sculpture meet in deliberate 
harmony. Living landscapes and works of art shape one another, inviting 
visitors into moments of reflection, discovery and joy. None of this 
happens by accident. It happens because of thoughtful planning, 
sustained commitment, and the generosity of those who believe deeply 
in this institution.

Thanks to your generosity as well as prudent management and strong 
investment performance, the Foundation’s endowment reached a 
new all-time high of over $200 million this year. That growth is not 
simply a financial milestone; it directly strengthens the Gardens’ 
ability to fulfill its mission. The endowment now provides more than 
20% of the Gardens’ annual operating budget, and in the past year 
alone, the Foundation distributed over $7.5 million directly in support 
of the Gardens’ mission and programs. These resources help ensure 
that exhibitions, educational offerings, horticultural excellence and 
community access remain strong and resilient.

BEHIND THE SEEDS

This year we celebrate ‘Generations in Bloom’ by showcasing a unique 
horticulture installation that debuted in 2025 and is the largest installation 
of its kind to date at Meijer Gardens.

Hovering just outside the Lena Meijer Children’s Garden, these colorful 
sculptural installations look like they’re made for a storybook. These larger-
than-life hibiscus flowers are in fact living topiary where art, engineering and 
horticulture meet. Featuring five colossal flowers, this sculpture is designed 
to evolve each year.

•	 The topiary’s steel frames were created by artists in Canada, then 
finished and planted by a local grower in the off-season until the time 
it is installed for the public.

•	 In early winter, the steel frames are wrapped, filled with soil, fit for 
internal irrigation, and planted with thousands of small plants.

•	 At closer look, the stems are designed with steel, while the floral details 
are blown glass.

•	 This topiary is installed as part of the campus-wide seasonal changeover 
in late May and is on display through September.

•	 Never the same, as each year features a completely new planting palette.
•	 This combination of sculpture and horticulture is maintained by the 

horticulture team.
•	 The Gardens thrives in part thanks to the 16,000+ horticulture 

volunteer hours in 2025.

Special thank you to Senior Vice President Steve LaWarre for his 
contributions to this story.

report design and writing by lydia writes good

photography by shutter sam photography 



Our Foundation's Purpose

Becoming a donor to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture 
Foundation is believing in an institution that lives well beyond a season. 
It’s about securing a legacy for you, and for a community that values 
art, beauty and gathering spaces for all.

Giving to our single-purpose endowment sustains the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Park, and it is an investment in its permanence 
in a future that lives beyond any of us.

A future where world-class gardens continue to flourish, 
season after season.

Sculpture that provokes conversation and inspiration.

Music that fills our sky.

And children playing in wonderment.

The Foundation’s endowment does more than sustain a single 
year of programming. It strengthens an institution that defines 
our community and signals to the region and world that the 
vision of Fred and Lena Meijer lives and endures right here, 
in this place, forever.

To learn more about the many ways you can become a member of 
our growing donor community at the Foundation, contact Executive 
Director Susanne Veeneman at susanne.veeneman@meijer.com.

The Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation is a licensed, non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization established in 1992 as a single-purpose foundation, providing an endowment 
fund to support the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park. Each year, the strength of 
our endowment grows through contributions made by our donor community, a community 
built by those who believe in the everlasting legacy of Meijer Gardens as West Michigan's 
cultural institution rooted in the arts and nature.

The Foundation recognizes contributions beginning at $200 annually. Donations aggregating 
over $1,000 qualify donors for permanent recognition at Meijer Gardens, and gifts over 
$10,000 join us as a Foundation Society with honored recognition and exclusive events.

PERMANENT 
RECOGNITION

$1,000-9,999FOUNDATION 
RECOGNITION

$200-999

PERENNIAL SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP

$10,000-99,999

BONSAI SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP

$100,000+



When Tom Dandridge and his late wife Lynn moved to Grand Rapids 
in 1997, the move was supposed to be temporary. But a passion 
for gardening, a commitment to community, and a circle of 
friends-turned-family would plant Tom and Lynn’s roots firmly 
in West Michigan.

Tom was a professor at the University at Albany when he met Lynn 
while hiking in the Adirondacks. “We met on a mountain and went 
on several hikes together. She was always faster than me, so we’d see 
each other at a rest stop or at the top,” says Tom.

The couple wed in 1996 and a year later, a career move took them to 
Grand Rapids. For Tom, who’d lived all over the world, this was just 
another move. But it was Lynn’s first time moving out of New York, 
and for her it was emotional. 

As they settled into their new city, Lynn began volunteering at several 
local organizations, including North Country Trail, where she earned 
her chainsaw certification, as well as Blandford Nature Center, and 
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park.

“By 2000, she was fully involved in these organizations, and busy 
getting her Michigan Naturalist certification from Michigan State 
University, so we decided to stay,” says Tom.

Inspired by her passion, Tom began volunteering at Meijer Gardens 
in 2001 by driving the tram. “I really enjoyed when I could drive and 
narrate at the same time. I tried to give an entertaining and safe 
experience. It was a pleasure serving the public.”

Eventually, Tom moved indoors, apprenticing with a group known 
as “Paul’s Sprouts” – the first group of volunteers working for  

Paul Gilmet, the original developer of the orchid collection. 
Meanwhile, Lynn took her love of gardening to the Japanese Gardens, 
where she could often be found working beside her close friend, 
Tina Cronkite. The inseparable pair even won two gardening awards.
“Lynn’s entire life revolved around gardening,” says Tom. “We had a 
lovely home south of Rockford, and garden clubs would come tour. 
It was her pride and joy.”

In 2020, Lynn became a member of the Frederik Meijer Gardens 
& Sculpture Foundation Perennial Society with her generous gift 
establishing The Seasonal Planting Fund. “Lynn was a person unto 
herself. She said she wanted to donate to the outdoor horticulture 
area, so I told her I’d find out how. By the time I’d even gathered the 
information, she’d already sent her donation in,” Tom laughs.

When Lynn passed in 2024, fittingly, her life was honored in a green 
burial ceremony at Ridgeview Memorial Gardens. Later, friends 
and family gathered to celebrate her life in the gardens she had so 
lovingly curated at home. Later, a plaque honoring Lynn was placed 
at Meijer Gardens, near the entry to the Japanese Garden as a 
lasting mark of her devotion to the outdoors.

After 25 years of volunteering, Tom still loves to see the excitement 
and awe of visitors as they experience Meijer Gardens’ many 
exhibits and annual events.

He’s also found a tight group of friends among the volunteers he 
and Lynn have worked closely with. “You give your time here, and 
you make close friends. The friends become a family.” In 2025, 
Tom established his own generous gift to the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Foundation to become a member of the 
Perennial Society, preserving the legacy of Lynn’s fund. He’ll be 
honored at the Society Donor Recognition event in 2026.

“I really believe in the mission and the joy Meijer Gardens brings to 
people,” says Tom. “This place is invaluable. It is rich in experience. 
And you don’t have to be of wealth to be able to be part of this 
wonderful place. Whether it’s your time in volunteering or it’s 
money, the opportunity to contribute to the community and 
to make this place as rich as it can be is what makes your gifts 
worth giving."
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Lynn Martin and Tom Dandridge

"I really believe in the mission 
and the joy Meijer Gardens 
brings to the people. This place 
is invaluable."



For Delores Horn, preserving a legacy stems from a life of love, 
fierce determination, a fond connection to the Meijer family and 
Meijer Gardens, and now the Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
Sculpture Foundation.

Delores devoted her entire professional career to Meijer, taking her 
first job on the third shift in the warehouse. There, she worked 
full-time while studying for her degree in advertising and marketing. 
Her dream? “To own my own home.”

Within a few years, she took a merchandising assistant position in the 
Meijer corporate office, where she grew into her role while creating a 
sense of community with the folks around her, including Fred Meijer 
and Earl Holton.

“Meijer is such a good place filled with good people. They were 
very supportive.”

While in her role at Meijer, Delores bravely battled cancer. 
Though she beat it, she found herself out of shape and knew that 
she needed to turn her life around.

So, she started running with her late husband, Reg—a longtime 
employee of Meijer himself. Mile by mile, she grew stronger, got 
healthier, and found a love for long-distance running. "Reg and I ran a 
marathon in every U.S. state, including Washington, D.C., and along 
the way, we took the opportunity to sightsee in every city we ran."

On her last day of work upon retirement in 1997, Fred Meijer 
personally thanked her and said goodbye.

She and Reg moved to South Carolina to enjoy their retirement and 
her husband’s love of golf. But after Reg’s unexpected passing in 
2014, Delores returned to Michigan, where her children still lived. 
“For me, Michigan is my home.”
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Delores Horn

“The Foundation cares a lot. 
They appreciate the donors and 
treat them so well. I’m happy to 
give what I can to ensure it will 
be here for my family long into 
the future.”

Within Meijer Gardens, Delores found a place filled with beauty, 
wonder, and the devotion and generosity she’d always admired from 
the Meijer family. Her family has created many special memories 
there, including celebrating her granddaughter’s wedding in the 
Lena Meijer Tropical Conservatory. “I love all of it—the butterflies, 
the concerts, the trees. They do such a wonderful job with all the 
events, too.” Just as Delores had felt supported by the Meijer 
company and family during her working years, she decided to give a 
lasting legacy gift by donating to the Foundation’s Perennial Society 
in 2024. She also established a named, unrestricted fund free to use 
as the cultural institution grows and evolves.

A couple years ago, her cancer came back—but Delores was ready 
to fight. While she was jogging on the White Pine Trail one day, 
she met Jack, a man who was battling pancreatic cancer. “We said, 
‘If we make it through this, we’ll go skydiving.’ Although it seemed 
silly, it gave us something to work towards. A way to celebrate life.”

As it turns out, no less than a week before she was interviewed 
for this article, at age 86, Delores, Jack, her daughter, and two 
grandsons jumped out of a plane 14,000 feet above Grand Haven. 
Two cancer survivors, one promise, and a whole lot more life to live.

Today, Delores is still running between three and five miles three 
days a week, and wholeheartedly supporting Meijer Gardens and 
the Foundation. When asked why she gives to the Foundation, 
she says, “Anyone can do it. I’m not anybody important or special, 
but I care about this place, and the Foundation cares a lot. 
They appreciate the donors and treat them so well. I’m happy to 
give what I can to ensure it will be here for my family long into the 
future. It’s such a wonderful place.”



Dear Friends, 

The dedication and generosity of 
the Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
Sculpture Foundation continue 
to shape every corner of this 
institution. On behalf of Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, 
I extend my deepest gratitude for 
your steadfast support, stewardship, 
and consideration for our legacy. 
Your partnership strengthens our 

Board of Directors, professional team, volunteers, members, and 
broader communities. 

Your care and constancy reflect the commitment and values 
of Fred and Lena Meijer, helping us polish the gems of joy, 
world-class endeavors, and flourishing as a welcoming destination 
for all. They elevate our efforts in an environment where inspiration 
and wonder are found in the beauty of gardens, sculpture, art, 
culture, and nature.  

Together, we celebrated 30 years of Meijer Gardens—reflecting 
on the values, support, and people that planted our roots and 
looking ahead to all that continues to blossom. It was a dynamic 
and remarkable year.  

In 2025, we welcomed our 16 millionth visitor amid a record 
881,625 guests. We were lauded a third consecutive time as 
Best Sculpture Park in the United States, affirming the excellence 
you help make possible. We began phase 1 renovations in our 
beloved Lena Meijer Children’s Garden, advancing a multiphase 

commitment to amplify its impact for families. Plans include 
the interactive Big Girl Playground by Mad Mom sculptor Tom 
Otterness, a year-round ice cream parlor designed as a beacon 
of joy and respite, enhanced picnic spaces, expanded comfort 
amenities, and other thoughtful improvements–investments 
ensuring the Children’s Garden remains a place where imagination 
and discovery thrive for decades to come. 

Innovative programming defined 2025. Our Jazz Brunches and 
Winter Nights series energized our Garden Pavilion with vibrant 
artistic events. Jaume Plensa: A New Humanism marked the 
internationally acclaimed artist’s first United States retrospective, 
exploring his career-long engagement with dreams, desire, justice, 
morality, and other themes of shared humanity. ENLIGHTEN 
exceeded expectations, drawing 95,000 visitors and earning No. 3 
Best Botanical Garden Holiday Lights honors nationwide in only its 
second year. Together with University of Michigan Health–West: 
Christmas & Holiday Traditions, these experiences broadened our 
winter footprint. 

Our commitment to excellence received further acclaim when 
we were again named among West Michigan’s Best and Brightest 
Companies to Work For. Membership continued its steady growth, 
accompanied by enhancements to benefits and opportunities. 
Volunteer program updates strengthened both service and the 
overall guest experiences. Intentional January hours provided 
dedicated time for campus maintenance, seasonal horticultural 
care, and professional development. Under steady, disciplined 
board leadership, our financial position remains strong—ensuring 
we continue operating with resilience, innovation and a sharp 
focus on the future.

As we conclude our 30th anniversary year, we look toward a 
horizon rife with possibility: Continued enhancements, intensified 
accessibility initiatives, bold artistic endeavors. We are truly 
grateful for the Foundation’s leadership—President Amy Keane, 
Vice President Mike Gaudino, Treasurer Brad Freiburger, Secretary 
Tamara Bailey, Executive Director Susanne Veeneman—and the 
entire Board of Directors. Our gratitude extends to the generous 
Bonsai Society and Perennial Society members. Your contributions 
sustain a flourishing Meijer Gardens, designed to endure 
for generations.  

Thanks to you, Meijer Gardens continues to thrive 
as a place where we all grow. 

With appreciation,

 
Charles Burke 
President & CEO

A Letter from the Gardens' President

“Your care and constancy reflect 
the commitment and values of Fred 
and Lena Meijer, helping us polish the 
gems of joy, world-class endeavors, 
and flourishing as a welcoming 
destination for all."



Meijer Gardens Board of Directors 
Chair Candace Matthews expressed 
her gratitude in return. “This is a 
place of love and joy. Thank you for 
everything you do—and everything you 
will do in the future.” 

Asked what the Foundation means 
to them, many Society members 
mentioned wanting to give back to the 
community that is Meijer Gardens—
and how the Foundation helps that 
community flourish. 

“It’s more what Meijer Gardens means 
to us and how they invest money 
from the Foundation to continue 
the legacy,” said Bonsai Society and 
30-year Meijer Gardens members 
Susan Wright-Miller and Dan Miller. 
“It’s about sustainability and how this 
is such a treasure for the community. 
The funds help in so many ways.”

“I give to a lot of charities,” 
Perennial Society member Arlene 
Obetts said. “The Foundation and 
Meijer Gardens are close by, and I 
can actually see what they do.” 

Others appreciate the Foundation’s role in helping Meijer 
Gardens thrive. “It’s a place for contemplation, beauty, 
enjoyment—so many adjectives to describe the Gardens!” 
said new Bonsai Society members Michael and Lora DeVries. 
“Meijer Gardens is important to people for so many reasons, 
among them the diversity of membership.” 

It’s a special place thousands can enjoy, noted Bonsai Society 
members John and Marian Bouwer. “The Foundation’s logical pace 
to giving ensures the future—the perpetuity. The Foundation is a 
great asset to the Gardens.” 

Meijer Gardens President & CEO Charles Burke, lauded Meijer 
Garden’s 30th anniversary, record attendance and growth, and 
offered “very precious” words from Fred Meijer: 

“We all breathe the same air .… We love and we hurt together .… 
A little better because of this park ...” 

After thanking Foundation leadership, Burke continued,  
“Our community has grown. Our board of directors has grown. 
Our staff has continued to grow, attracting the best and brightest 
from the region. Programming has grown.” Meijer Gardens has 
become an example for other institutions. “We’re all here together 
because we truly love this special place.” 

Meijer Gardens is dear to Bonsai Society member Dirk Hoffius, 
whose family were pioneering supporters. “Foundation revenue 
is a wonderful thing, especially when situations like Covid stop 
your gate revenue. The phenomenal thing is continuity. So many 
organizations don’t have it—and if you don’t have it from the 
beginning, you struggle.”

Continuity is also noteworthy for board member and new 
Bonsai Society member Kathleen Maine. “It’s important to me 
to continue to serve our community—for children to learn, for 
adults to experiences new things. 

Burros strolled among flowers and greenery. A windmill creaked 
above heirloom gardens. The aroma of grilling vegetables filled 
the air, accompanied by gentle breezes and laughter. 

Welcome home to Lena’s, where the Frederik Meijer Gardens 
& Sculpture Foundation’s Society members enjoyed a farm-to-
table experience in the Michigan Farm Garden. 

“Tonight, we gather in a truly special setting,” Foundation 
President Amy Keane noted of the replica family farmstead of 
Lena Meijer’s childhood. “This Depression-era re-creation isn’t 
just a backdrop—it’s a journey back to where the legacy began. 
What a fitting place to honor the roots of the Foundation, and 
to celebrate those of you helping ensure its future through your 
support of the Foundation.”

It was fitting, too, that Keane recalled how the enthusiasm and 
support of her father, Ray Loeschner, a founder of the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park, sparked her own interest 
during Meijer Gardens’ earliest days.   

On this night, the Foundation recognized 51 Bonsai Society 
members, 141 Perennial Society members, and 1,179 donor 
households in its records. The Foundation raised over $10 million 
in 2024, and in 2025 distributed over $7.5 million to support 
Meijer Gardens.  

“Your gifts are the Foundation’s lifelines,” Keane stated. “Thank 
you for your vision, your generosity, your belief. Thank you for 
helping keep Fred and Lena’s dream alive.” 

Foundation Society Members Come 
Home to Lena's, Where a Legacy Began
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I’m grateful for the support from the community to keep us 
on this path, for the things we can help with as a Foundation 
to achieve Meijer Gardens’ goals.” 





Ways to Give to Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Foundation

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY – A charitable gift annuity is part gift and part purchase of an annuity and results in an income 
tax charitable deduction in the amount of the gift portion. Contributions are generally made with cash or appreciated securities. With this 
option, a donor can transfer cash or an asset to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation and, in return, the Foundation will 
make regular fixed payments to the donor for life. 

CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST – A charitable remainder trust provides the donor with annual income over the term of 
the Trust, while receiving a charitable deduction in the year it is established. Any capital gains tax due on contributed appreciated securities 
are stretched out over the term of the trust, as well. The underlying remaining assets go to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture 
Foundation at Trust’s termination. A charitable remainder trust can also be funded at a donor’s death to provide income to one or more 
persons during their lifetime(s). 

Cumulative gifts to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture 
Foundation of $1,000 or more qualify donors for permanent 
recognition at Meijer Gardens.  

The Foundation also offers an opportunity to join the Perennial Society 
with cumulative lifetime gifts and/or pledges, including pledges in estate 
plans, of $10,000 or more, and the Bonsai Society at the $100,000 
level. Both the Perennial and Bonsai Society membership includes a 
members-only annual event held at Meijer Gardens.

There are a number of ways to give to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation; below is a summary to consider. 
Counsel with personal advisors is recommended to understand the impact of each within the context of a donor’s individual 
tax situation and estate plan. 

GIFT OF CASH – A lifetime gift of cash is the most immediate and simple way to give to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture 
Foundation. This donation may be claimed as a charitable deduction by those taxpayers who itemize their deductions. Beginning in 2026, 
up to $1,000 (or $2,000 for married taxpayers who file a joint return) of this donation may be claimed as a charitable deduction by those 
taxpayers who do not itemize their deductions.
  
GIFT OF APPRECIATED SECURITIES – A lifetime gift of an appreciated security, which has been owned for more than one 
year, gives the donor a charitable deduction for the full market value of the security by those taxpayers who itemize their deductions. 
This strategy also avoids capital gain taxes on the growth of the security.

GIFT AT DEATH – A gift at the donor's death by way of an estate pledge, by will, by Trust, or via beneficiary designation, to the 
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation may reduce a donor’s estate subject to tax.  

GIFT OF RETIREMENT ASSETS – An Individual Retirement Account contribution may be made payable to the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Park with a designation to the Meijer Gardens endowment. To obtain an Individual Retirement Account form, please visit 
fmgsf.org/giving

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS – If you have created a Donor Advised Fund with a public charity and wish to use the fund to make 
a contribution to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation, the contribution may be made to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
Sculpture Park with a designation to the Meijer Gardens endowment. To obtain a Donor Advised Fund form, please visit fmgsf.org/giving

To learn more about gifts to the Frederik Meijer  
Gardens & Sculpture Foundation, please visit fmgsf.org  
or call Susanne Veeneman at (616) 791-3901.



BONSAI SOCIETY
$1,000,000+
FRED* & DOROTHY* FICHTER
DIRK & VICTORIA* HOFFIUS
JOAN M. HOFFMAN*
HARVEY LEMMEN*
FREDERIK* & LENA* MEIJER 
MEIJER, INC
THE MEIJER FOUNDATION
PETER* & JOAN SECCHIA
CHRIS* & CHARLOTTE* SOUTHWICK

$500,000 - $999,999
JAMES* & JOAN* HOFFMAN 
CHRISTINE M. LIEBROCK*
BERNIE* & ROSE* ROSENTHAL 
ARTHUR* & ELIZABETH E.* SNELL

$250,000 - $499,999
JOHN D. & MARIAN F. BOUWER 
EILEEN DEVRIES FAMILY FOUNDATION
DR. DAVID G. DVORAK
        / MS. KAROL J. PETERSON
CLARE F. JARECKI*
ED* & JUNE PREIN FAMILY
WEGE FOUNDATION

$100,000 - $249,999
L. DALE* & JEAN* ATKINSON 
KENNETH BANDSTRA
KARL & PATRICIA BETZ

WILLIAM & LAURIE BOER 
VERN* & NORMA* BOSS 
MICHAEL J. & LORA A. DEVRIES
EARL* & DONNALEE HOLTON
MICHAEL & SARAH JULIEN
C. THOMAS & EVELYN KAPTEYN
THOMAS PETER KAPTEYN
JIM & AMY L. KEANE 
MINER* & MARY ANN KEELER* 
        / KEELER FOUNDATION
KELLER FOUNDATION
DAVID KLINZING, TODD THIESEN,
        & PATRICK TISCHLER
RAY & NANCY* LOESCHNER 
DONALD* & KATHLEEN MAINE
DAVID R. & MARY ANN MAPES
MARSILJE FOUNDATION
DOUG MEIJER & KENDALL MEIJER 
        FOUNDATION
HANK & LIESEL MEIJER
THOMAS P. MERCHANT 
        & GLEN W. JOHNSON* 
DANIEL W. MILLER &  
        SUSAN L. WRIGHT-MILLER
A.G.* & MARY* MORRISON
JOHN & GAIL* NOWAK
RICHARD & VALERIE PEACOCK
IN MEMORY OF DON &  
        DOROTHY HOYT PINGREE 
MILT & BARBARA ROHWER
KEVIN* & MARY SPEICHER
LYNN & JOHN P. VINKEMULDER 
ROBERT ZYLSTRA

PERENNIAL SOCIETY
$50,000 - $99,999
GASPER J. AMODEO*
SCOTT E. ANDREWS
ANONYMOUS  
JOHN & JANET BAAB
DANIEL & PAMELLA DEVOS FOUNDATION 
ABBY J. & MILO R. DEVRIES
EDIE FLEMING*
GILLETT FAMILY FOUNDATION TRUST 
THOMAS* & MARGARET* JACK
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GRAND RAPIDS 
WAYNE & VICKI KORSON
M. LYNN MARTIN*
JACK H. MILLER*
RICHARD G.* & MAUREEN J. MORRISON 
HAROLD* & PHOEBE* PHELPS
DR. LEONARD* & DORA C.* ROSENZWEIG
BUDGE & MARILYN* SHERWOOD
JOHN & JUDY SPOELHOF FOUNDATION 
THE TASSELL-WISNER-BOTTRALL  
        FOUNDATION

$25,000 - $49,999
CHARLES & PATRICIA BLOOM
PAUL & CATHY BOYER
CONRAD* & MOLLY* BRADSHAW
RICH* & SHERI BROLICK
THE BROOKS FAMILY – HOLLAND
JESSE & GIA BUDRICK
THOMAS B. CORNELL*
JAMES & JUDY DELAPA

CHRIS & DEANNA ECKERT
IN MEMORY OF SALLIE 
        PETERSON FERGUSON
NANCY MCKENZIE FROST* 
TERRY & MARGIE GRIFFITH
SID & ELIZABETH HARKEMA
DIRK & JUNE HOFFIUS
REG* & DELORES HORN
SUE ANN JABIN*
CHARLES R. & LINDA H.* JOHNSON 
THE KORFF FOUNDATION  
BARBARA P. MARCUS
BRUCE & CANDACE MATTHEWS
BARBARA MAYO-JOHNSON
ARLENE OBETTS
ALWYN & CHRISTINE ROUGIER-CHAPMAN
HILARY F. & CONNIE* SNELL
JESSE* & BECKY STEWART 
HELEN & FREDERICK TALLMADGE
GEORGE & KERSTIN TROWBRIDGE
FRANK & SHARON VAN HAVEN
CONNIE WENGER

$15,000 - $24,999
CHARLES & DEBBIE BECKWITH
FRED* & JULIE* BOGAERT
JIM* & JOAN BUCHANAN
FIRST OF AMERICA BANK
GREGORY & KATHY FORZLEY
JOHN* & NANCY* GORDON
JOHN* & GWEN* HIBBARD
DAVID S. & LESLIE A. HOOKER 
JIM & SHERYL JURRIES
JOHN & NANCY KENNEDY
MARTIN* & SUE KLOOSTRA 
PING & TIM LIANG
DEBORAH MEIJER
RICHARD* & JEANENNE MORTON 

JEFF & PEG PADNOS
KEITH G. PALUSKA
JIM & MARIE PRESTON
THE PULLEN-CHAMBERLAIN FAMILY
MARK SHERWOOD & SARALYN COUPE
NED & KRISTI SNELL
ROGER* & LUELLA* WARNSHUIS
GWEN BOLT* & DOROTHY WILLIAMSON
WOODS CONSTRUCTION

$10,000 - $14,999
WILLIAM E. ALT 
ANONYMOUS
TAMMY & HOWIE BAILEY
JOYA BETH BANDSTRA
BATTS FOUNDATION
JUDY* & KEN* BETZ
DANIEL & BARBARA BRAUN
HELEN BULL*
ROBERT W. BURNHAM
CHRISTOPHER & ANNIE CALDWELL
THE WORKS FUND AT THE 
        CHICAGO COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
GLEN B. & EUNICE L.* CORP
THOMAS DANDRIDGE
GILBERT R. & PATRICIA K. DAVIS
BOB, LOIS & SARA JEAN* DE BOER
ELIZABETH TINNEY DONLEY
HENRY FUHS* FAMILY 
GRACE SPEARS CHADWICK
        MEMORIAL GARDEN CENTER
MARK & BARBARA GERSON
WILLIAM* & SUZANNE* GREEN
ROBERT & JUDITH* HOOKER
MARILYN* & DAVE* HUNTING, JR.
MIKE & SUE JANDERNOA
DON* & BUNNY JOHNSON
JEANNE M. KAPENGA M.D.
JAMES KEANE, JR.

DONALD & ANN KELLEY
KENT GARDEN CLUB 
DOUGLAS* & RAYMONDE KRAMLICH 
DALE & PAM LARSON
EUGENE G. & JEAN P.* LYONS 
LEXY MCCULLOCH
MAC & PINKY MCPHERSON
LINDA* & DAVID MEHNEY FOUNDATION
DANIEL & KATHLEEN MOLHOEK
JOHN* & MARY* MORRISON
KATHARINE L. NEFF
LYN NEWTON / SONIA TAYLOR  
        / CHRISTINA VAN EYL-GODIN
STUART B. PADNOS* & JEAN W. BARKIN*
TODD & JAN POLAVIN
RICHARD A. RASMUSSEN* FAMILY 
DAVID & KATHLEEN RAY
ROBERT S.* & PHYLLIS G. ROOD
SHIRLEY J. ROSKAM
CHUCK* & STELLA* ROYCE 
SUSAN & JACK SMITH
DR. WILLIAM* & NORMA* SPRAGUE
ROSALYNN STUART*
SHAWN TILSTRA FAMILY
MARILYN TITCHE*
ALLEN & NANCY VANDER LAAN
JOHN L. & CARROLL D. WIENER
STEPHEN & CHERYL WONCH
JOHN & HEATHER ZAK FAMILY FOUNDATION
TIM & KIM ZEITTER

The following donors have made cumulative contributions
to the Foundation and qualify for permanent recognition:

*Indicates deceased donors



OTHER CONTRIBUTORS
$5,000 - $9,999
BRUCE W. BAKER* & GENIE R. WOLFSON
DAVID BYERS & CAROL HOYT
MIKE CHOE 
LIN CULVER IN MEMORY OF GARY CULVER
JAMES* & JOY DEBOER 
ANDREW & PAMELA DAUGAVIETIS
BRAD AND KRISTEN FREIBURGER
MICHAEL & TERESA GAUDINO
DAVE & ROSEMARY HEERDT
BRIAN & JACKIE HOLTON
JOHN HUNTING
VIRGIL & MAY* JOHANNINGSMEIER 
B. KENNETH LARM*
MAST FOUNDATION 
JAMES & NORMA JEAN MCCORMICK
TERRY MCGOVERN & CAROL 
        PAINE-MCGOVERN 
MARY NYSSEN
MARK & MARTI PREIN
RICHARD D. & JUDITH ANN RATHBURN
LUCILLE REED* 
SAKURA BONSAI SOCIETY OF NORTHERN                                   	
        MICHIGAN
SPECTRAL ENTERPRISES & 
        NORTHLAND EXPRESS TRANSPORT
THE STEVE VAN ANDEL FOUNDATION
DANIEL & SUSANNE VEENEMAN FAMILY
CLASINA YOUNG 
 
$1,000 - $4,999
ALAN & DEBBIE ABRAHAM
ROBERT N. (ROB) ALT, JR. 
SUSAN A. ANDREWS
STANLEY* & BLANCHE* ASH FOUNDATION
CARTER* & MARY BACON
JANET R. BACON*
RITA CHAMPION BALCZAK*
JAMES & SHIRLEY BALK 
EDWIN N. & NANCY S. BARNES
LOIS E. BECKERING* 

MATTHEW & SHARON BERGER
KEN & LAUREL BEUKELMAN
GLEN* & BETSY BORRE
KEN BETZ* & PAT BREWER 
KEVIN J. BRIGGS & CAROL KARR
BJORK BRADFORD DONOR ADVISED 
        FUND OF GRAND RAPIDS 
        COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
DEAN & SANDIE BULL
DON* & FRAN BUSKE
ANNA MOORE BUTZNER 
ROBERT L. BYTWERK* 
CAMPBELL SALES COMPANY 
GREGORY C. CARNEVALE & DIANE MAHON
KEN & JUDI CARPENTER
CARTER PRODUCTS COMPANY
CHRIS-TINA FOUNDATION  
        / HOFFMAN FAMILY
BETTY M. CLOUD
BRIAN CLOYD & AGNES KEMPKER-CLOYD
SANDRA COLEGROVE 
KATHERINE CONNETTE
PAIGE CORNETET
COMMERCE CORPORATION 
WILLIAM & MARJORIE DAROOGE
DOUGLAS DEBOER MEMORIAL FUND OF 
        GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY  
        FOUNDATION
ANNA & DAVID DETHMERS
DENA & JAMES DEVORMER
DOROTHY LANE MARKET, INC.	  
CONGRESSMAN VERNON* &  
        JOHANNA* EHLERS
DTE ENERGY
MARK & JENNIFER ELLIS
JAMES B. & GAIL M. FAHNER
ROBERT* & RUDEAN* FAIRMAN 
MATTHEW & ERIN FENNEMA
FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY-GRAND RAPIDS
REVS. MAURICE & SARA* FETTY
BARBARA FISK
FLIEGE FAMILY FUND
BETTY B. FORD* 
MICHAEL & ELIZABETH FOSSEL 

DR. JEFFREY & SHEILA FRANK
GLEA* & W.D.* FRANKFORTER  
GEORGE FRIEDRIECHSEN 
CHARLES* & ELIZABETH* FRENCH
TWINK FREY & JIM MCKAY*
REV. DR. CHARLES* & BETTY JEAN FRY
FUSIONARY MEDIA
GEORGE & TERRI GASKEY
CARL* & VIRGINIA* GEIS
JANET M. KRUEGER & BRUCE GOODMAN
GILSON GRAPHICS
JAMES* & BEBE* GLERUM
GRAND VALLEY INDOOR GARDENERS
GRAND VALLEY ROSARIANS OF W. MI
DORIS GRIFFITH* / GRIFFITH FOUNDATION
MICHAEL D. HANKINSON FAMILY 
LARRY & CINDY HAVARD
JULIE HAVEMAN
JANET A. HAYNES*
DONALD E.* & PRISCILLA M.* HAZELSWART
ESTATE OF MARYANN FRANCES  
        PAGANO HENSLEY* 
BEN HERREMA
MATTHEW & LAURA HEYNEN
WILLIAM* & LUCILLE* HICKS
JACK* & MARGE* HIGHFIELD
TOM & SHARON HILLIKER
STEPHEN & SUSAN HOFFIUS
PHILLIP* & CHERRY JACOBUS
DON* & LOIS JANDERNOA
JAROB, INC. 
KEVIN & MAUREEN JEAKLE 
F. MARTIN* & DOROTHY A. JOHNSON  
        FAMILY FUND
CHLOE* & LESTER* JONES
TOM* & MARGY JONES 
BRYAN JUDGE
GIL & TINKER JUDSON
JIM & GINGER* JURRIES FOUNDATION 
EMMA C. KEANE
HENRY* & MAUREEN* KEANE
JOANNE M. KEENAN
KEHE DISTRIBUTORS
 

JAY & ADRIANA KILPATRICK
KATIE* & BOB* KIMBALL
DOUG & PAT KLEIN
PETER & HELGA KLEINSCHMIDT
DONALD KLOPCIC, SR.*
HERBERT* & GLENNA* KNAPE
SAM* & JANE* KRAVITZ FOUNDATION
JIM* & NATALIE KURAS
TOM & SALLY KYROS
AARON LEE 
LEGACY TRUST
LISA & GREG LOCKWOOD
BARRIE & JIM LOEKS
MARK. A. LOESCHNER
MARK A. LOESCHNER, JR.
MATTIE LOESCHNER
THE LUKENS FAMILY FOUNDATION 
JON & MARY ANN MARCH
COREY & REBECCA MATHEWS 
WILLIAM G.* & JERRE J.* MCDANIEL
LORRAINE R. MCDONALD*
JOHN & KATE MCGARRY 
MICHAEL & MEREDITH MCNAMARA
WALTER* & PAMELA* MCVEIGH 
DOUG MEIJER
MAUREEN C. MEINERT 
JERRY & RHONA MEISLIK
WENDELL A. MILES*
BETTY R. MILLER*
MILLER JOHNSON,  
        IN MEMORY OF BETTY SNELL 
T. SHAWN MINER
KIM S. MITCHELL
FRANK & NANCY MOORE 
MARK & CAROLYN MOSSING 
CAROL MUTH  
DUANE & NANCY NAGEL
RUTH LAGOW O’KEEFE*
JOANN F. OTT*
PAT* & ARMEN* OUMEDIAN 
MARTIN* & ENID* PACKARD
WILLIAM* & SUSAN PAPPAS
BRUCE N. & JEAN A. PARSONS 
 

LEE & ALEXANDRA PEREZ
NANCY & RALPH PERNICE
MARY S. PETERSON
MR.* & MRS.* ROBERT C. PEW II 
ANN Q. PAULSON & WILLIAM J. PIERCE
ALBERT A. PRESTON*
PETER P.* & PATRICIA RENUCCI 
LONELL RICE 
MARK & DIANE RIZIK
DR. LARRY & SALLY ROBSON
DR. DARREL*, CARRIE* & SHERI ROSEN 
SYDNEY ROSS
CHARLOTTE A. RUNNELLS ESTATE 
MAGGIE SAHLMAN
JAMES & BONNIE SCARLETT 
JOHN & KIMBERLEY SCATTERGOOD
MARILYN LANKFER & JEFF SCHAD
CHARLES G. SCHOENKNECHT &  
        WARD A. PAUL 
DR. KENNETH & CAROLINE* SCHULTZ	 
SHARPE CARS
MARTIN* & EILEEN* SHEDLESKI 
SOUTHLAND AUTO WASH
SPARTANNASH 
STEELCASE FOUNDATION
SANDRA SWANSON
JOSEPH & ANN* SWEENEY
MARY D. B. TAYLOR
THINKWISE, INC.
IN MEMORY OF SETH SOLEIL THOMAS 
MICHAEL TOTH
PETER M. TURNER
THE FERGUSON VALORE FAMILY 
ROGER & JAKKI VANDER LAAN
LEWIS & NORMA VANKUIKEN  
STEVE & SHARON VAN LOON
MATT VAN VRANKEN* 
MARY JEAN WADDELL* 
SCOTT A. WEBER
RAY* & WAVELET WEIGEL
LYNN & STUART WHITE
SARA R. FERGUSON & DAVID K. WHITMORE
FRANCES R. WILLARD*
 

DR. MARY E. WILSBERG*  
DR. DAVID & WENDY WOHNS
DR. GLENN & LINDA ZIMMERMANN

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS
THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
FOUNDATION IN 2025 AND QUALIFY FOR 
ANNUAL RECOGNITION: 

$200 - $999
GEORGE A. ANDREWS
SEYMOUR & LINDA GEIERSBACH FAMILY          
        FOUNDATION 
SUSAN ILKA
ALAN M. LANGLOIS
CINDY LONG
CHRISTINE METZGER

THE FOLLOWING DONORS HAVE ALSO 
CONTRIBUTED TO THE FOUNDATION IN 2025:
BRYAN BYSTOL
MARIO & REBECCA CESARIO
DONALD DEKKER
RICK & MELISSA DEVOS
ALBERT & ANITA GOLDSTEIN
ELINE GORIS
M. KAY HANNAH
CHRISTINE HESS
ROBERT & PAULETTE ISRAELS
BRUCE A. JACKSON II
AMY KEINATH
MARTIN & CHERYL LUCHTEFELD
MIKE & LINDA PHILO
CATHERINE PREIN
JEFF & KIM RIDINGS
MARY R. SAVAGE
ALYSSA STEVENS
RACHEL SULLIVAN
BENJAMIN TERRIEN
RACHELE A. WAHLFIELD
ALETA WELLS

*Indicates deceased donors



Named funds, restricted or unrestricted, are established by  
making cumulative gifts and/or pledges, including pledges in  
estate plans, of $10,000 or more.

AMWAY+ MEIJER, INC. FUND FOR EDUCATION 
Pre-school + K-12 low-income and K-12 low income and  
at-risk children to participate in education programs

BAKER-BULL BONSAI FRIENDSHIP FUND 
Care for the bonsai collection including the donation of trees 
from Bruce Baker and Dean Bull at Meijer Gardens and to 
support the promotion of the art and science of Bonsai through 
classes, conventions and exhibitions held at Meijer Gardens

KARL F. & PATRICIA BETZ FUND 
For support of Vickie’s Garden in memory  
of Victoria Johnson Hoffius

JOHN D. & MARIAN F. BOUWER FUND 
Bird collection and maintenance in the Lena Meijer 
Conservatory and throughout Meijer Gardens

MOLLY BRADSHAW WETLANDS  
MANAGEMENT FUND 
Management of Wetlands embraced within 
Meijer Gardens

RICH & SHERI BROLICK FUND 
Horticultural maintenance

RICH & SHERI BROLICK SCIENCE  
OF GARDENING LECTURE FUND 
Science of Gardening lectures

BROOKS FAMILY – HOLLAND FUND 
Maintenance of the Brooks Conference Center

JESSE & GIA BUDRICK FUND 
Supports the “Who Am I? A Butterfly Ballet”

THOMAS B. CORNELL FUND 
Care and maintenance of the Water Lilies  
Sculpture and surrounding planting area

EUNICE L. CORP OF CADILLAC FUND 
For the promotion of learning experiences in the  
art of Bonsai 

DANIEL & PAMELLA DEVOS FOUNDATION 
(VISITOR CENTER) FUND 
Maintenance of the DeVos Visitor Center

ABBY J. & MILO R. DEVRIES FUND 
Bird collection and maintenance in the wetlands, 
Lena Meijer Conservatory and throughout Meijer Gardens

BRIAN JOHN DEVRIES GIFT SHOP FUND 
Support and maintain the Frederik Meijer Gardens &  
Sculpture Park Gift Shop

EILEEN DEVRIES FAMILY  
FOUNDATION FLOWER FUND 
Support fresh flower displays in the Welcome Center

HARRY & ELIN DOEHNE  
WILDFLOWER MEADOW FUND 
Support Meijer Gardens which contains the  
Wildflower Meadow and sculpture site

DR. DAVID G. DVORAK FUND
Support maintenance of sculpture at Meijer Gardens

CHRIS & DEANNA ECKERT FUND  
Horticultural activities

THE SALLIE PETERSON FERGUSON FUND 
Support the ability of underprivileged children to  
visit Meijer Gardens including transportation, 
admission, and materials

FRED & DOROTHY FICHTER FUND 
To provide title sponsorship of Meijer Gardens’  
annual exhibition, Butterflies Are Blooming

GARDENS MAINTENANCE FUND 
General Meijer Gardens maintenance

GRACE F. JARECKI SEASONAL DISPLAY 
GREENHOUSE MAINTENANCE FUND 
Maintain high-quality and memorable displays on  
a monthly basis within the Jarecki Greenhouse

GRACE SPEARS CHADWICK  
MEMORIAL GARDEN CENTER FUND 
Purchase of library books

 

GWEN & JOHN HIBBARD FUND 
For support of sculpture

DIRK & JUNE HOFFIUS FUND 
For support of the Varnum Families Log Cabin,  
Hoffius Hill and the Children’s Garden

HOFFMAN FAMILY FUND 
Modernization and technological updates of the  
Hoffman Auditorium

HOFFMAN FAMILY MAINTENANCE FUND 
Meijer Gardens & exhibit maintenance

HUMANITIES COUNCIL LECTURE SERIES FUND 
Writers & poets themed lecture series
JAPANESE GARDEN FUND 
Benefit of the Japanese Garden

CHARLES & LINDA JOHNSON FUND 
For support of Vickie’s Garden in memory of  
Victoria Johnson Hoffius

DONALD & BUNNY JOHNSON 
Support and maintain the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens Amphitheater

MINER S. & MARY ANN KEELER FUND 
Purchase sculptures created by living artists

MINER S. & MARY ANN KEELER  
SCULPTURE MAINTENANCE FUND 
Maintenance of Rebecca Louise Law’s 
permanent art collection

KELLER ENDOWMENT FUND 
Provide transportation & scholarship admission  
to Meijer Gardens for underprivileged children

JOHN & NANCY KENNEDY FUND 
For support of the annual summer camps at  
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

KENT GARDEN CLUB FUND 
Ram’s Garden maintenance

MARTIN & SUE KLOOSTRA FUND 
Maintain and to grow the Bonsai collection

DALE & PAMELA LARSON FUND 
Maintenance of the Children’s Garden

LECTURE SERIES ADMINISTRATION FUND 
Administrative support of the Frederik Meijer  
Gardens’ Lecture Series

LAWRENCE & KATHERINE LEMMEN ATRIUM FUND 
Maintenance of the Lawrence & Katherine Lemmen Atrium

RAY & NANCY LOESCHNER ANNUAL ART 
COMPETITION FUND 
Annual Art Competition inspired by the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

THE MARSILJE FUND 
For support of the many educational programs  
at the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

DOUG MEIJER & KENDALL MEIJER FOUNDATION 
CHRISTMAS & HOLIDAY TRADITIONS FUND 
Support of the Christmas & Holiday Traditions exhibition and 
sponsor in perpetuity the Ukraine Tree featured in the exhibition

FRED & LENA MEIJER AMPHITHEATER FUND 
Support of the Amphitheater

FREDERIK & LENA MEIJER SCULPTURE  
ACQUISITION FUND 
Support acquisition & installation of sculpture

LENA MEIJER CHILDREN’S  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE FUND 
Maintenance of the Children’s Garden

LENA MEIJER CHRISTMAS & HOLIDAY 
TRADITIONS FUND 
Support of the Christmas & Holiday Traditions exhibition and 
sponsor in perpetuity in the exhibition the German Christmas 
Tree in Lena Meijer’s name

MEIJER SCULPTURE FUND 
Support & enhance sculpture exhibits & programs,  
Curator’s salary & sculpture acquisition

MEIJER SCULPTURE MAINTENANCE FUND 
Maintain & repair any sculpture exhibit of Meijer  
Gardens as well as its base & pedestal

THE HENRY PESTKA FUND 
Care and maintenance of the sculpture and sculpture  
site for Ways to Say Goodbye

DON & DOROTHY HOYT PINGREE  
MEMORIAL FUND 
Support and maintenance of the Viewing Hill  
in the Japanese Garden

ED & JUNE PREIN FAMILY FUND 
Maintenance of the Children’s Garden

RAM’S GARDEN MAINTENANCE FUND 
Ram’s Garden maintenance

LEONARD & DORA ROSENZWEIG ORCHID  
WALL & EXHIBIT FUND 
Perpetual care of the Orchid Wall & exhibit

SECCHIA GARDEN LECTURE FUND 
Support the Secchia Garden Lecture and general  
operating money

CONSTANCE Z. & HILARY F. SNELL FUND 
Support the annual Connie Snell Volunteer  
Recognition Dinner

THE SEASONAL PLANTINGS FUND 
Support of outdoor seasonal horticulture plantings 
and floral displays

F. PHILLIP VAN EYL FUND 
Maintenance of the DeZwaan Windmill Botanical  
Model in the Railway Garden

VICKIE’S GARDEN FUND 
For support of Vickie’s Garden in memory of  
Victoria Johnson Hoffius

JOHN & LYNN VINKEMULDER FUND 
Maintenance of the Cabin Creek & Plantoir sculptures

VOLUNTEER TRIBUTE GARDEN FUND 
Maintenance of the Volunteer Tribute Garden

PETER M. WEGE LIBRARY  
ENDOWMENT FUND 
Library materials & maintenance

Restricted Named Funds

Restricted named funds demonstrate some of the ways 
members have chosen to make their gifts to the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation: Gifts that grow 
and bloom forever. If you are unable to establish a named, 
restricted fund for $10,000 or more, but you wish to designate 
your gift to the Foundation for a specific purpose, it is possible. 
You can designate your gift to a specific area of interest by 
indicating that preference on the enclosed gift envelope.  

WEGE ENVIRONMENTAL LECTURE  
SERIES FUND 
Environment lectures

WELCOMING THE WORLD:  
HONORING A LEGACY OF LOVE FUND 
For support of all facilities, gardens, and art created,  
modified or restored as part of the campaign

KENNETH DALE WENGER TREE FUND 
Purchase trees to be planted at Meijer Gardens

ZAK FAMILY FOUNDATION ACCESSIBILITY FUND 
Help remove financial barriers through general admission 
and membership subsidies for guests with expressed need 
and advance sensory related programming and inclusive 
experiences



2025 Tribute Contributions Unrestricted Named Funds
GASPER J. AMODEO FUND
L. DALE & JEAN ATKINSON FUND
JOHN & JANET BAAB FUND
HOWARD & TAMARA BAILEY FUND
BANDSTRA FAMILY FUND
BATTS FOUNDATION FUND
KARL F. & PATRICIA J. BETZ FUND
KEN & JUDY BETZ FUND
WILLIAM & LAURIE BOER FUND
FRED BOGAERT FUND
JIM & JOAN BUCHANAN FUND
HELEN BULL FUND
GILBERT R. & PATRICIA K. DAVIS FUND
BOB, LOIS, & SARA JEAN* DE BOER FUND
JAMES & JUDY DELAPA FUND
ORCHID DER FUND
DANIEL & PAMELLA DEVOS
        FOUNDATION FUND
FIRST OF AMERICA BANK FUND
NANCY MCKENZIE FROST FUND
BARBARA A. & MARK J. GERSON FUND
GILLETTE FAMILY FOUNDATION 
        TRUST FUND
JOHN & NANCY GORDON FUND
SID & ELIZABETH HARKEMA FUND
JOAN M. HOFFMAN FUND
EARL & DONNALEE HOLTON FUND
DAVID & LESLIE HOOKER FUND 
REG & DELORES HORN FUND
MARILYN & DAVE HUNTING JR. FUND
SARAH & MICHAEL JULIEN FUND
JAMES KEANE JR. FUND
JIM & AMY L. KEANE FUND
THE KORFF FOUNDATION FUND
WAYNE & VICKI KORSON FUND
DOUGLAS & RAYMONDE KRAMLICH FUND

HARVEY E. LEMMEN FUND 
DONALD & KATHLEEN MAINE FUND
LINDA & DAVE MEHNEY
        FOUNDATION FUND
DEBORAH HOFFMAN MEIJER FUND
FRED & LENA MEIJER FUND
HANK & LIESEL MEIJER FUND
DANIEL W. MILLER &  
        SUSAN L. WRIGHT-MILLER FUND 
JACK H. MILLER FUND
JOHN & MARY MORRISON FUND
RICHARD G. & MAUREEN J.
        MORRISON FUND
RICHARD & JEANENNE MORTON FUND
JOHN & GAIL NOWAK FUND
JEFF & PEG PADNOS FUND
STUART PADNOS & JEAN BARKIN FUND
KEITH G. PALUSKA FUND
THE RICHARD A. RASMUSSEN FAMILY FUND
ROBERT S. & PHYLLIS G. ROOD FUND
CHUCK & STELLA ROYCE FUND
MARK SHERWOOD & SARALYN COUPE FUND
ARTHUR & ELIZABETH SNELL FUND
CHRIS & CHARLOTTE SOUTHWICK FUND
KEVIN & MARY SPEICHER FUND
JOHN & JUDY SPOELHOF
        FOUNDATION FUND
BILL & NORMA SPRAGUE FUND
TASSELL-WISNER-BOTTRALL
        FOUNDATION FUND
FRANK & SHARON VAN HAVEN FUND
ROGER & LUELLA WARNSHUIS FUND 
ROBERT ZYLSTRA FUND

Unrestricted contributions less than  
$10,000 go to the general fund.

IN MEMORY OF LINDA BOYER
CINDY LONG

IN MEMORY OF CHRISTINE DEAN
JEANNE M. KAPENGA, M.D.

IN MEMORY OF ELAINE HATTON
JEANNE M. KAPENGA, M.D.

IN MEMORY OF EARL HOLTON
BRYAN JUDGE
MORT AND REGINA KINSER
CATHERINE PREIN

IN MEMORY OF JOHN W. JONES
JEANNE M. KAPENGA, M.D.

IN HONOR OF AMY L. KEANE
MARK & BARBARA GERSON

IN MEMORY OF LARRY 
RAWSTHORNE
JEANNE M. KAPENGA, M.D.

IN MEMORY OF MARGERY 
A. SCHERSCHLIGT
JEANNE M. KAPENGA, M.D.

IN MEMORY OF MARY 
WEIDENFELLER FORSLUND
LAURIE KLOOSTER
MARY ANN LENTZ
SANDRA SMITH

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT 
& ESTHER YOUNGS
KAREN HARTLEY



Statement of Activities

Statement of Financial Position
2023

$177,366,120
$248,9 1 1

$177,615,03 1
$726,994

$176,888,037
 

$86,6 1 7,667 
$90,270,370

$176,888,037

Investments at Market Value
Pledges, Gifts, Other Receivables
Total Assets
Less: Liabilities
Total Net Assets

Restricted Funds
Unrestricted Funds
Total Net Assets

AS OF DECEMBER 31

Contributions Income  
Investment Income or (Loss)
Total Revenues and Gains/(Loss)

Distributions to the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Park
Other Expenses
Total Distributions and Expenses
Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets

2025

$372,416
$21,022,858
$21,395,274

$7,504,102
$212,228

$7,716 ,330
$13,678,944

AS OF DECEMBER 31 2023 

$3,425,7 7 1
$22,744,378
$26,1 70,149

$6,767,404
$ 162,997

$6,930,401
$ 19,239,748

2025 

$201,653, 152
$132,414

$201,785,566
$459,686

$201,325,880
 

$98,795,607 
$102,530,273
$201,325,880

2024 

$188,065,826
$ 191 ,397

$188,257,223
$610,288

$187,646,935
 

$92,2 1 1 ,188 
$95,435,747

$187,646,935

2024 

$1 ,51 1 ,189
$16,264,316
$17,775,505

$6,823,032
$ 193,577

$7,016,609
$ 10,758,896

 (                   )  (                    ) (                    )

 (                          )
 (                          )

 (                          )



ABOUT SEAN WELSH
Sean works as Executive Vice President and Regional President 
for PNC in Western Michigan, where he oversees the bank’s 
business strategy and community investment initiatives across 
the region. He leads teams spanning asset management, retail 
banking, and corporate and institutional banking, guiding integrated 
financial solutions that support businesses and communities alike. 
With more than 35 years of experience, Sean has built and led 
high-performing teams in commercial real estate, corporate 
finance, and commercial banking, bringing deep expertise and 
strategic insight to PNC’s clients.

Sean earned his Bachelor of Arts from Michigan State University 
and received an honorary doctorate from Grand Valley State 
University. He is committed to bettering the West Michigan 
community and serves on several local boards, including Corewell 
Health, The Right Place, Southwest Michigan First, TalentFirst, the 
Economic Club of Grand Rapids, First Steps Kent, and the Grand 
Valley State University Foundation.

“PNC has been proud to partner with Frederik Meijer Gardens 
& Sculpture Park for many years, and I’m honored to deepen that 
relationship by joining the Foundation Board. The Gardens play a 
vital role in enriching our region by connecting people through art, 
nature, and shared experiences that strengthen our community, and 
I’m grateful for the opportunity to support its continued impact."

ABOUT ANDREW SHERRIFF
Andrew is a seasoned private markets investor and family office leader with 
nearly two decades of experience across private equity, co-investments, and 
alternative asset strategies. He currently serves as Managing Director at OAPC 
in Grand Rapids, where he sits on both the Management and Investment 
Committees. In this role, Andrew helps shape portfolio construction strategy, 
focuses on private equity manager selection efforts, and manages senior private 
equity firm relationships. Outside of work, Andrew and his wife Katrina try to 
keep up with their two children, Marty (8) and Alina (5), and the whole family 
is quite excited for warmer weather!

Andrew earned his MBA from The Wharton School at the University of 
Pennsylvania and holds a Bachelor of Business Administration with honors from 
the University of Michigan’s Ross School of Business, along with a minor in 
Classical Archaeology. He also serves on the board of Sherriff Goslin Roofing 
Company, a family business founded in 1906. Outside of work, Andrew is a 
dedicated father of two, an avid skier and open water swimmer, a reader of 
mystery novels, and an Eagle Scout.

"I'm humbled to join the [Meijer Gardens Foundation] Board. As a relative 
newcomer to the Grand Rapids community, the Gardens are a wonderful find 
for our family. I welcome the opportunity to support any institution that keeps 
the kids happy!"
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“PNC has been proud to partner 
with Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
Sculpture Park for many years, 
and I’m honored to deepen 
that relationship by joining the 
Foundation Board."“I welcome the 

opportunity to support 
any institution that 
keeps the kids happy!"

Introducing Your Incoming 
Foundation Board Members
The Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation is pleased to announce the appointment of Andrew Sherriff
and Sean Welsh to the Board of Directors, elected to begin in 2026 and each serving on the Investment Committee.
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Amy L. Keane 
president

Tamara R. Bailey
secretary

Bradley J. Freiburger 
director

Peter J.F. Meijer
director

Ray B. Loeschner

Earl Holton 
1997-2024

Fred Meijer
1997-2011

Lena Meijer
1997-2022

2025 Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture 
Foundation Board of Directors

FREDERIK MEIJER GARDENS 
& SCULPTURE FOUNDATION 

EMERITUS DIRECTORS

Saralyn Coupe 
director

Susanne T. Veeneman
executive director

Kathleen P. Maine
director

Christopher J. Caldwell 
director

Tim Liang
ex officio

Nancy Kennedy
director

John G. Baab 
director

Michael R. Julien  
director

Jeffrey Padnos
director

Randall Damstra 
director

Hendrik G. Meijer
director

Michael Gaudino 
treasurer
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With deep gratitude and heartfelt appreciation, the Board of the Frederik Meijer Gardens 
& Sculpture Foundation thanks John Baab and Randy Damstra for years of service to our 
organization, retiring from their positions at the end of 2025.

Retiring Board Members in 2025

JOHN BAAB
John has a celebrated history in service to Frederik Meijer Gardens 
& Sculpture Park, serving the Foundation’s Board for 13 years from 
2012-2025; on the Investment Committee from 2012-2025; on the 
Nominating Committee 2016-2025 and chairing the Nominating 
Committee from 2018-2025. In 2017 and 2018, John served as Board 
President. Ever generous with his time, John served on over ten boards 
and committees across the West Michigan region.

When asked about his time at the Meijer Gardens Foundation, John 
said, "What an honor it has been to serve on the Foundation Board to 
support the future growth and maintenance of the Meijer Gardens— 
a crown jewel in West Michigan!"

RANDY DAMSTRA
Randy has a longstanding history in service to the Foundation, serving 
on the Board and investment committee for eight years from 2017-
2025. Randy’s extensive investment background was instrumental in 
helping grow the endowment during this period. From 2019-2025, 
Randy also chaired the Investment Committee.

Asked to reflect on his service, Randy offered, “My time on the 
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park Board has been a chapter 
filled with meaningful work, thoughtful leadership, collaboration, and 
problem-solving. I am grateful for the opportunity and honored to 
have contributed to such an impactful mission.”
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