
Planting 
   Your
 Legacy

ANNUAL REPORT 2022



Dear Friends,

When there is bad news I like to 
lead with that. 2022 was not a 
good year for endowment fund 
investments. Both stock markets 
and bond markets were down 
substantially in 2022. Both down 
is a rare occurrence. As you see 
in the Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
Sculpture Foundation’s financial 

report in this annual report, after very substantial investment gains 
for six years, 2016-2021, the Foundation had an investment loss in 
2022. Simply put, after many years of robust gains, there were no 
safe havens for investors in 2022.  

However, 2022 was a very good year in many ways for the 
Foundation. We had many new donors to the Foundation, including 
nine donors who left their legacy joining the Perennial Society and 
two by joining the Bonsai Society. We had outstanding attendance  
at our annual (and fun!) society donor event in June in the new 
Tassell-Wisner-Bottrall English Perennial Garden and the new  
Peter C. & Emajean Cook Entryway. And most important of  
all, since we are an endowment fund, over $14,300,000 of  
new contributions income was received in 2022. Much of this  
substantial sum went to increase the Foundation’s restricted funds. 

Restricted funds play an important role in keeping the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park beautiful and growing. If you have 
a special, favorite part of the Gardens that you would like to support, 
you can do that with a restricted fund at the Foundation. 
 

Alternatively, you can contribute to a named, unrestricted fund. 
Like so many of you, my wife Sarah and I “planted our legacy” with 
a named, unrestricted fund at the Foundation. If you haven’t done 
so already, please consider planting your own legacy by joining the 
Perennial Society with a named fund at a $10,000 level or by joining 
the Bonsai Society at the $100,000 level. And please note the 
Bonsai and Perennial Societies require no upfront cash donation;  
you can make this gift as part of your estate plan.

I speak from personal experience—planting one’s legacy at the 
Foundation is very satisfying. It's a way to enjoy increased  
connection with Meijer Gardens and the Foundation.

I welcome Chris Caldwell to the Foundation’s board. Chris heads 
Varnum’s estate planning practice. Whether you use Varnum or  
any other estate planning attorney, talk to them, soon, about  
planting your legacy with the Foundation.

One final comment—as Foundation president, I sit as an ex-officio 
member of the Gardens Board. From David Hooker’s retirement 
announcement to interviewing Charles Burke, I was privileged to 
see the Gardens' very impressive process to transition from an 
outstanding leader in David to what I believe will be an outstanding 
leader in Charles. Thank you, David, for working so well with the 
Foundation. Charles, welcome!

With great appreciation,

Mike Julien 
Foundation President

A LETTER FROM THE FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

THE STORY BEHIND THE COVER

As Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park continues 
to add new exhibits, like 2022's Tassell-Wisner-Bottrall 
English Perennial Garden, we see the seeds of the 
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation grow. 
And just like a perennial plant in your home's garden, 
what you plant today will continue to grow exponentially 
over the years, bringing beauty and joy long after you 
move on. It truly is a legacy for all to enjoy.
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  ever-changing. always evolving. 
  constantly blooming.
Attendees of the 2022 Society Donor Recognition Event offered 
these as reasons for aligning themselves in long-term ways with  
the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park and its hard- 
working Foundation.

The evening kicked off with a ribbon cutting ceremony to officially 
open the Tassell-Wisner-Bottrall English Perennial Garden, a fresh 
space boasting more than 500 plant types. David Bottrall concluded 
the ceremony by posing this question: “So, how does your garden 
grow? It is flourishing by leaps and bounds and is in wonderful hands!”

“It just never stops moving forward,” said Ken Bandstra. He was 
one of approximately 100 who gathered on a lovely June evening 
that honored members of the Foundation’s Perennial and Bonsai 
Societies, comprised of donors who have contributed cumulative 
amounts of $10,000 and $100,000, respectively.

“I’ve been to a lot of countries and seen so many beautiful things,” 
Bandstra continued, “but Meijer Gardens is over the top, and it 
continues to impress, year after year. What I hear a lot – and I know 
others do, too – is that ‘What… this is in Grand Rapids, Michigan?!”

Bandstra and other guests at the reception were celebrating not 
only what Meijer Gardens offers in general, but specifically how it 
has exploded in size and stature to accommodate additional guests in 
more sophisticated ways via its new welcome center, learning center, 
amphitheater, picnic pavilion and more. “It has become a place you 
want to visit again and again and again,” said Ken Terpstra. “I continue 
to be overwhelmed with pride.”
 
 
 

As the gardens and sculpture collection continue to impress,  
many at the event marveled at the role the Foundation continues  
to perform in helping to grow what is now an internationally  
renowned attraction that welcomes nearly 700,000 annually  
to its stunning 158 acres.

“It’s amazing how well-capitalized it is,” said Bill Boer, Board Vice 
President, attending with wife, Laurie. “It’s so healthy financially,  
and it’s a privilege to help support the Foundation and the good  
work it does.”

Retired school counselor Keith Paluska, who was inducted during  
the evening’s program into the Perennial Society, recounted how  
he’d planned for years to become a significant donor to the 
Foundation: “My late wife Carol and I moved to the Grand Rapids' 
area in 1968, and one of the things that impressed us was the  
number of people who donate back to this city.”

“One of the things I liked best about Meijer Gardens was that I  
could be an active participant and become and provide a legacy –  
or a bridge – to future generations. Those bridges are built by 
donations, and now I feel as though I have personally built a bridge  
of my own to be enjoyed by family members who come after me.

“Now, I have a visceral connection to this amazing place. And I  
feel a bit responsible for all the incredible things that go on here.”

Phyllis Rood, another incoming member of the Perennial Society, 
echoed Paluska’s comments, tying her giving to the observation that 
“this is an incredible asset for our community, and on so many levels.”

Indeed, Foundation President and Director Michael Julien told 
those present the Foundation had grown to 59 named funds and 
51 unrestricted funds since its inception. The Foundation made 9% 
annually on its investments over the last 10 years to provide nearly  
$7 million to Meijer Gardens in 2022.

THE FOUNDATION CONTINUES  

PROVIDING 

OPPORTUNITIES  

THAT TRANSLATE  

TO LASTING  

LEGACIES

M. Lynn Martin surveys the grounds through the eyes of someone who  
has been volunteering at Meijer Gardens for 27 years, even while surviving  
the effects of multiple myeloma. Her husband, Thomas Daindridge, has 
volunteered for 15 years. She decided to become a member of the Perennial 
Society after absorbing how “the thing that has kept us here are the people,  
and how they contribute and give back to this community.”

The evening featured remarks by David Hooker, outgoing President and CEO 
of Meijer Gardens, who reminded all that “we are so fortunate that Fred Meijer 
chose this place,” which he described as “always growing, always beautiful 
and always new.” He also bid a fond farewell to Lena Meijer, whom the Grand 
Rapids community lost in January 2022. “Lena,” he said softly, “we miss you.”

"



Fred and Lena Meijer were  
inspired by Betsy Borre to  
establish Frederik Meijer  
Gardens & Sculpture Park in  
the early 1990s. The couple  
made a commitment and  
shared their love of gardens 
and sculpture; then, they made 
an initial gift. Many other gifts 
followed, and the extended  
Meijer family continues to  

support the mission given to us by Fred and Lena. Recently,  
the 14-millionth person visited Meijer Gardens. That’s fourteen 
million times someone has experienced the joy of our sculpture 
and horticulture collections, our exhibitions, education programs, 
lectures, the café, a culinary event, or a performing arts event. 
Volunteers make all those visits even more rewarding.

Last year, all elements of the Welcoming the World: Honoring a  
Legacy of Love project were made “ready” and opened to our 
members and guests. We refer to new attractions being made 
“ready” rather than complete, as we continually improve all our 
offerings. Therefore, nothing is ever truly completed. This approach 
is embodied in our brand statement: Always Growing. Always 
Beautiful. Always New. Significantly, the annual  donor society  
event provided the opportunity to celebrate the opening of the  
new Tassell-Wisner-Bottrall English Perennial Garden. Your 
generosity assists in making it possible to maintain and grow  
this garden—and all our gardens—for generations to come. 

Please accept the invitation to visit Meijer Gardens and enjoy 
everything your wonderful gifts help support. Our new  

Welcome Center, representing some of the finest contemporary 
architecture in the world, is filled with new artwork and gardens 
for inspiration. Take time to ride the tram, where one of our loyal 
volunteers will give you a guided tour of the Sculpture Park. Along 
the way, you’ll be moved to visit the stunning Richard & Helen 
DeVos Japanese Garden and Michigan’s Farm Garden. In the always 
sunny and warm Lena Meijer Tropical Conservatory, you will see rare 
tropical plants without having to travel thousands of miles. In all, 
there are 158 acres of beauty to reward and inspire you.

Since the summer of 2006, it has been my honor and privilege 
to serve as President & CEO of Meijer Gardens. Now, it is time 
to retire from this role. Working with the board of the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation has been fantastic. Your 
President, Mike Julien—like all Presidents and Board members past 
and present—represents an all-volunteer board highly dedicated to 
providing stewardship to your gifts and supporting Meijer Gardens. 

Thank you for your continued support, enthusiasm, and appreciation 
for Meijer Gardens. 

David S. Hooker 
Outgoing President & CEO

A FAREWELL LETTER FROM DAVID HOOKER



It is a privilege to serve as the  
new President & CEO of Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park. 
I am grateful for the strong legacy 
of this world-class institution—
and I am further grateful for the 
warm spirit of hospitality from 
the Frederik Meijer Gardens & 
Sculpture Foundation. Thank  
you for welcoming me on this  
new journey with our Gardens.  

Our rich shared history is filled with a profound collection of 
moments connected by a spirit of curiosity, entrepreneurialism, 
investment, growth, hope and love.

We are inspired by the spirit of Fred and Lena Meijer: Their 
remarkable journey has empowered each and every action we  
lead in our daily work at Meijer Gardens. We are grateful to the 
Foundation and your President, Mike Julien, for the continued 
stewardship provided by securing our future for generations to come.

David Hooker was a special leader and—on many occasions— 
I’ve been cautioned by the size of his shoes. I am truly grateful  
for David’s generational impact at Meijer Gardens and I know  
that, even though we may have different shoes, we will be walking  
a similar path. Our path is affirmed by the activation of the 
Welcoming the World: Honoring a Legacy of Love project and 
campaign. It is affirmed by the multitude of programs and concerts 
that regularly connect hundreds of thousands of families each  
year. It is affirmed by the commitment to a 158-acre cultural 
campus and a world-class art and horticulture collection.

Our collective future is bright as a community! Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Park will continue to serve as a beacon and 
leadership institution. Our current work is facing a sun-filled 
horizon—listening, learning and discerning as we begin the process  
of charting our aspirations in a strategic plan for our 30th anniversary 
in 2025. As we launch this 
inflection point, it is my hope 
you hear and appreciate our 
gratefulness for your critical 
stewardship of the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture 
Foundation. I am also reminded 
of these words from Fred: 

I sincerely believe that treating  
others with dignity and sharing  
our goals and problems has  
helped a group of common  
people go far beyond our  
wildest dreams.

We are inspired by your fore-thought, hard work, and wisdom, and 
we thank you for your service and leadership. Thank you as well for 
your role in making many dreams come true. We are grateful.

Warmly,

Charles Burke 
President & CEO

A LETTER FROM THE GARDENS' NEW PRESIDENT



With deep gratitude and appreciation, the Board of the Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation thanks Dirk Hoffius  
for his service to our organization. Dirk retired from his Board  
position at the end of 2022. 

Dirk has a long and distinguished history of service to Frederik 
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park. He served on the Gardens’  
Board from 1998-2005, its Development Committee from  
2002-2005, and its Executive Committee from 2001-2005.

In 2006, Dirk was elected to the Foundation’s Board. This 
appointment distinguished him as one of only two people from  
the Gardens’ Board to also serve on the Foundation’s Board.  
During this time, Dirk chaired the Foundation’s Development 
Committee and also served as President in 2015 and 2016. He  
was instrumental in assisting donors with charitable annuities, 
drafting the descriptions for the Foundation’s Ways to Give, and 
creating the annual Friend Raising campaign. We are immensely 
grateful for Dirk’s service and the incredible legacy of giving he  
has imparted to the Gardens and the Foundation.

IN APPRECIATION OF LONG-TIME BOARD MEMBER

DIRK HOFFIUS

The Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Christopher J. Caldwell to its Board of 
Directors. Chris replaces long-time board member Dirk Hoffius; his 
two-year term begins January 2023.

Chris earned his Bachelor of Arts in History at Hope College, 
and his Juris Doctorate at the University of Pittsburgh School of 
Law. Today, he is Partner and Chair of Varnum’s Estate Planning 
Practice Team, where he regularly advises clients on complex estate 
planning, succession, and tax planning needs including charitable 
trusts and annuities. His focus is on empowering families through the 
development of sophisticated estate planning solutions, including 
multi-generational business operations, tax minimization, and 
cottage law. He has been recognized as one of the Best Lawyers 
in America® since 2013, included in Grand Rapids Magazine’s Top 
Lawyers for Trusts and Estates since 2019 and Leading Lawyers 
Trust, Will & Estate Planning Law. 

Chris maintains multiple professional affiliations and is active in our 
community. He has previously held Board positions at Fountain 
Street Church Foundation, Home Repair Services, Widowed 
Persons Service and the Porter Hills Planned Giving Committee.

Chris is passionate about the Foundation’s mission and vision and is 
eager to begin his term with the Foundation’s Board!

THE FOUNDATION WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBER 

CHRISTOPHER CALDWELL



BONSAI SOCIETY
$1,000,000+
FRED* & DOROTHY* FICHTER
DIRK & VICTORIA* HOFFIUS
HARVEY LEMMEN*
FREDERIK* & LENA* MEIJER 
MEIJER, INC
THE MEIJER FOUNDATION
PETER* & JOAN SECCHIA
CHRIS* & CHARLOTTE* SOUTHWICK

$500,000 - $999,999
JAMES* & JOAN HOFFMAN
BERNIE & ROSE ROSENTHAL 
ARTHUR* & ELIZABETH E.* SNELL

$250,000 - $499,999
EILEEN DEVRIES FAMILY FOUNDATION
DR. DAVID G. DVORAK
        / MS. KAROL J. PETERSON
CLARE F. JARECKI*
ED* & JUNE PREIN FAMILY FOUNDATION
WEGE FOUNDATION

$100,000 - $249,999
L. DALE* & JEAN* ATKINSON 
KENNETH BANDSTRA
KARL & PATRICIA BETZ
JOHN D. & MARIAN F. BOUWER
EARL & DONNALEE HOLTON
MICHAEL & SARAH JULIEN
C. THOMAS & EVELYN KAPTEYN
THOMAS PETER KAPTEYN
 

MINER* & MARY ANN KEELER* 
        / KEELER FOUNDATION
KELLER FOUNDATION
RAY & NANCY* LOESCHNER
DAVID R. & MARY ANN MAPES
MARSILJE FOUNDATION
HANK & LIESEL MEIJER
THOMAS P. MERCHANT & GLEN W. JOHNSON*
A.G.* & MARY* MORRISON
JOHN & GAIL NOWAK
RICHARD & VALERIE PEACOCK
IN MEMORY OF DON &  
        DOROTHY HOYT PINGREE 
MILT & BARBARA ROHWER
LYNN & JOHN P. VINKEMULDER

PERENNIAL SOCIETY
$50,000 - $99,999
GASPER J. AMODEO*
ANONYMOUS 
VERN* & NORMA* BOSS
DANIEL & PAMELLA DEVOS FOUNDATION 
ABBY J. & MILO R. DEVRIES
EDIE FLEMING*
GILLETT FAMILY FOUNDATION TRUST 
THOMAS* & MARGARET* JACK
JEWISH FEDERATION OF GRAND RAPIDS
WAYNE & VICKI KORSON
DONALD* & KATHLEEN MAINE
M. LYNN MARTIN
JACK H. MILLER
RICHARD G. & MAUREEN J. MORRISON 
HAROLD* & PHOEBE* PHELPS
DR. LEONARD* & DORA C.* ROSENZWEIG

BUDGE & MARILYN* SHERWOOD
JOHN & JUDY SPOELHOF FOUNDATION
THE TASSELL-WISNER-BOTTRALL  
        FOUNDATION

$25,000 - $49,999
JOHN & JANET BAAB
CHARLES & PATRICIA BLOOM
CONRAD* & MOLLY* BRADSHAW
RICH* & SHERI BROLICK
THE BROOKS FAMILY – HOLLAND
JESSE & GIA BUDRICK
THOMAS B. CORNELL*
JAMES & JUDY DELAPA
CHRIS & DEANNA ECKERT
NANCY MCKENZIE FROST*
SID & ELIZABETH HARKEMA
DIRK & JUNE HOFFIUS
SUE ANN JABIN*
CHARLES R. & LINDA H. JOHNSON 
THE KORFF FOUNDATION 
BRUCE & CANDACE MATTHEWS
ARLENE OBETTS
ALWYN & CHRISTINE ROUGIER-CHAPMAN
HILARY F. & CONNIE* SNELL 
JESSE & BECKY STEWART
HELEN & FREDERICK TALLMADGE
GEORGE & KERSTIN TROWBRIDGE
FRANK & SHARON VAN HAVEN
CONNIE WENGER

$15,000 - $24,999
CHARLES & DEBBIE BECKWITH
FRED & JULIE* BOGAERT
JIM* & JOAN BUCHANAN

IN MEMORY OF SALLIE PETERSON FERGUSON
FIRST OF AMERICA BANK
GREGORY & KATHY FORZLEY
JOHN* & NANCY GORDON
JOHN & GWEN HIBBARD
JAMES & AMY KEANE
JOHN & NANCY KENNEDY
MARTIN* & SUE KLOOSTRA
BARBARA MAYO-JOHNSON
DEBORAH MEIJER
RICHARD* & JEANENNE MORTON
JIM & MARIE PRESTON
ROGER* & LUELLA* WARNSHUIS
GWEN BOLT* & DOROTHY WILLIAMSON

$10,000 - $14,999
WILLIAM E. ALT
SCOTT E. ANDREWS
ANONYMOUS
BATTS FOUNDATION
JUDY* & KEN* BETZ
WILLIAM & LAURIE BOER
PAUL & CATHY BOYER
DANIEL & BARBARA BRAUN
HELEN BULL*
ROBERT W. BURNHAM
THE WORKS FUND AT THE 
        CHICAGO COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
ROBERT & SUSAN CONKLIN
GLEN B. & EUNICE L.* CORP
GILBERT R. & PATRICIA K. DAVIS
BOB, LOIS & SARA JEAN* DE BOER
ELIZABETH TINNEY DONLEY
HENRY FUHS FAMILY
 

GRACE SPEARS CHADWICK
        MEMORIAL GARDEN CENTER
WILLIAM* & SUZANNE GREEN
TERRY & MARGIE GRIFFITH
DAVID S. & LESLIE A. HOOKER
ROBERT & JUDITH* HOOKER
MARILYN* & DAVE* HUNTING, JR.
MIKE & SUE JANDERNOA
DON & BUNNY JOHNSON
JIM & SHERYL JURRIES
JEANNE M. KAPENGA M.D.
JAMES KEANE, JR.
DONALD & ANN KELLEY
KENT GARDEN CLUB 
DOUGLAS* & RAYMONDE KRAMLICH 
DALE & PAM LARSON 
PING & TIM LIANG
BARBARA P. MARCUS
MAC & PINKY MCPHERSON
LINDA* & DAVID MEHNEY FOUNDATION
DANIEL & KATHLEEN MOLHOEK
JOHN* & MARY* MORRISON
KATHARINE L. NEFF
LYN NEWTON / SONIA TAYLOR  
        / CHRISTINA VANEYL-GODIN
JEFF & PEG PADNOS
STUART B. PADNOS* & JEAN W. BARKIN
KEITH G. PALUSKA
TODD & JAN POLAVIN
THE PULLEN-CHAMBERLAIN FAMILY
RICHARD A. RASMUSSEN* FAMILY 
DAVID & KATHLEEN RAY
ROBERT S.* & PHYLLIS G. ROOD
SHIRLEY J. ROSKAM
 

CHUCK* & STELLA ROYCE 
MARK SHERWOOD & SARALYN COUPE
SUSAN & JACK SMITH
DR. WILLIAM* & NORMA* SPRAGUE
ROSALYNN STUART*
SHAWN TILSTRA FAMILY
MARILYN TITCHE*
JOHN L. & CARROLL D. WIENER
STEPHEN & CHERYL WONCH
WOODS CONSTRUCTION

THE FOLLOWING DONORS HAVE MADE CUMULATIVE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FOUNDATION AND QUALIFY FOR PERMANENT RECOGNITION:

*Indicates deceased donors

PROVIDING



*Indicates deceased donors

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS
$5,000 - $9,999
TAMMY & HOWIE BAILEY
LIN CULVER IN MEMORY OF GARY CULVER
JAMES* & JOY DEBOER
JOHN HUNTING
VIRGIL & MAY* JOHANNINGSMEIER 
JIM & GINGER* JURRIES FOUNDATION
CHRISTINE M. LIEBROCK
MAST FOUNDATION 
JAMES & NORMA JEAN MCCORMICK
LEXY MCCULLOCH
MARK & MARTI PREIN
NED & KRISTI SNELL
SPECTRAL ENTERPRISES & 
        NORTHLAND EXPRESS TRANSPORT
THE STEVE VAN ANDEL FOUNDATION
DANIEL & SUSANNE VEENEMAN FAMILY

$1,000 - $4,999
ALAN & DEBBIE ABRAHAM
ROBERT N. (ROB) ALT, JR. 
STANLEY* & BLANCHE* ASH FOUNDATION
CARTER* & MARY BACON
JANET R. BACON*
RITA CHAMPION BALCZAK*
JAMES & SHIRLEY BALK 
LOIS E. BECKERING
KEN BETZ* & PAT BREWER
BJORK BRADFORD DONOR ADVISED FUND 
        OF GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY  
        FOUNDATION
DEAN & SANDIE BULL
DON & FRAN BUSKE
ANNA MOORE BUTZNER
ROBERT L. BYTWERK* 
CAMPBELL SALES COMPANY
 

GREGORY C. CARNEVALE & DIANE MAHON
KEN & JUDI CARPENTER
CARTER PRODUCTS
CHRIS-TINA FOUNDATION  
        / HOFFMAN FAMILY
BETTY M. CLOUD
BRIAN CLOYD & AGNES KEMPKER-CLOYD
PAIGE CORNETET
COMMERCE CORPORATION
DOUGLAS DEBOER MEMORIAL FUND OF 
        GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY  
        FOUNDATION
ANNA & DAVID DETHMERS
DENA & JAMES DEVORMER
DOROTHY LANE MARKET, INC. 
CONGRESSMAN VERNON* &  
        JOHANNA* EHLERS
DTE ENERGY
MARK & JENNIFER ELLIS
JAMES B. & GAIL M. FAHNER
ROBERT & RUDEAN FAIRMAN
FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY-GRAND RAPIDS
BETTY B. FORD*
DR. JEFFREY & SHEILA FRANK
GLEA* & W.D.* FRANKFORTER 
CHARLES* & ELIZABETH* FRENCH
REV. DR. CHARLES* & BETTY JEAN FRY
FUSIONARY MEDIA
MICHAEL & TERESA GAUDINO
CARL* & VIRGINIA* GEIS
MARK & BARBARA GERSON
JANET M. KRUEGER & BRUCE GOODMAN
GILSON GRAPHICS
JAMES* & BEBE* GLERUM
GRAND VALLEY INDOOR GARDENERS
GRAND VALLEY ROSARIANS OF W. MI
DORIS GRIFFITH* / GRIFFITH FOUNDATION
MICHAEL D. HANKINSON FAMILY
 

LARRY & CINDY HAVARD
JULIE HAVEMAN
JANET A. HAYNES 
DONALD E.* & PRISCILLA M.* HAZELSWART
DAVE & ROSEMARY HEERDT
ESTATE OF MARYANN FRANCES  
        PAGANO HENSLEY*
WILLIAM* & LUCILLE* HICKS
JACK* & MARGE* HIGHFIELD
TOM & SHARON HILLIKER
STEPHEN & SUSAN HOFFIUS
PHILLIP & CHERRY JACOBUS
DON* & LOIS JANDERNOA
JAROB, INC.
F. MARTIN* & DOROTHY A. JOHNSON  
        FAMILY FUND
CHLOE & LESTER* JONES
TOM* & MARGY JONES 
EMMA C. KEANE
HENRY* & MAUREEN* KEANE
KATHERINE KEANE
JOANNE M. KEENAN
KEHE DISTRIBUTORS
JAY & ADRIANA KILPATRICK
KATIE* & BOB* KIMBALL
DOUG & PAT KLEIN
PETER & HELGA KLEINSCHMIDT
DONALD KLOPCIC, SR.*
HERBERT* & GLENNA* KNAPE
SAM* & JANE* KRAVITZ FOUNDATION
JIM* & NATALIE KURAS
TOM & SALLY KYROS
AARON LEE
BARRIE & JIM LOEKS
MARK. A. LOESCHNER
MARK A. LOESCHNER, JR.
MATTIE LOESCHNER
THE LUKENS FAMILY FOUNDATION
 

EUGENE G. & JEAN P.* LYONS
JON & MARY ANN MARCH 
WILLIAM G.* & JERRE J.* MCDANIEL
LORRAINE R. MCDONALD*
JOHN & KATE MCGARRY
JIM MCKAY* & TWINK FREY 
WALTER* & PAMELA MCVEIGH 
DOUG MEIJER
MAUREEN C. MEINERT
WENDELL A. MILES*
BETTY R. MILLER*
MILLER JOHNSON,  
        IN MEMORY OF BETTY SNELL
KIM S. MITCHELL
FRANK & NANCY MOORE
RUTH LAGOW O’KEEFE*
DUANE & NANCY NAGEL
JOANN F. OTT*
PAT* & ARMEN* OUMEDIAN 
MARTIN* & ENID PACKARD
WILLIAM* & SUSAN PAPPAS
BRUCE N. & JEAN A. PARSONS
MARY S. PETERSON
MR.* & MRS.* ROBERT C. PEW II
ALBERT A. PRESTON*
RICHARD D. & JUDITH ANN RATHBURN
PETER P.* & PATRICIA RENUCCI
DR. DARREL*, CARRIE* & SHERI ROSEN
CHARLOTTE A. RUNNELLS ESTATE
SAKURA BONSAI SOCIETY OF  
        NORTHERN MICHIGAN
JAMES & BONNIE SCARLETT
MARILYN LANKFER & JEFF SCHAD
CHARLES G. SCHOENKNECHT &  
        WARD A. PAUL 
DR. KENNETH & CAROLINE SCHULTZ 
MARTIN* & EILEEN* SHEDLESKI
SOUTHLAND AUTO WASH
 

STEELCASE FOUNDATION
SANDRA SWANSON
JOSEPH & ANN* SWEENEY
MARY D. B. TAYLOR
THINKWISE, INC.
IN MEMORY OF SETH SOLEIL THOMAS
PETER M. TURNER
THE FERGUSON VALORE FAMILY
LEWIS & NORMA VANKUIKEN 
MATT VAN VRANKEN 
MARY JEAN WADDELL*
RAY* & WAVELET WEIGEL
SARA R. FERGUSON & DAVID K. WHITMORE
FRANCES R. WILLARD*
DR. MARY E. WILSBERG* 
TIM & KIM ZEITTER
DR. GLENN & LINDA ZIMMERMANN

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTED IN 2022  
AND QUALIFY FOR ANNUAL RECOGNITION: 

$200 - $999
NOYES & ELIZABETH AVERY
THOMAS BARNES
JOHN & KATE MCGARRY
PETER & EMMA ORUM MIDWEST  
        GROUND COVER
ANN PAULSON & WILLIAM PIERCE
MICHAEL TOTH
DONALD & SUSAN WISNER

THE FOLLOWING DONORS HAVE  
ALSO CONTRIBUTED IN 2022:

EDWIN N. & NANCY BARNES
MARILYN F. CLARK
DAVID & JOAN CYWINSKI
T.S. & RAJI DANIEL
ANITA & ALBERT GOLDSTEIN
THE LOCKWOOD FAMILY
RALPH & NANCY PERNICE
MICHAEL & MARTHA O’TOOLE
MARY RUZICKA-SAVAGE
JOE ROYSTON
ELIZABETH UPCHURCH
JEFF & NANCY VANWINKLE

OTHER INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE REMEMBERED 
THE FOUNDATION IN THEIR ESTATE PLANS:

LOIS E. BECKERING
DALE & CYNTHIA NELSON
BRUCE & JEAN PARSONS



IN HONOR OF KARL & PATRICIA BETZ 
JAMES AND GAIL FAHNER

IN MEMORY OF GLEN BORRE     
ANDREW & JANET ATWOOD
JOSEPH & LISA BECHERER
JOHN & JANET BOYLES
JOAN & JIM BUCHANAN
ROBERT & LOIS DE BOER
ANN CHAPMAN DEBES
TWINK FREY
GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
DAVID & LESLIE HOOKER
MARGY JONES
DONALD & ANN KELLEY

BARBARA MAYO-JOHNSON
PLANTE & MORAN, PLLC
MARGARET POTTER
FRED SAUER
E. RAYMOND & ANN STANHOPE
PETER & JOAN STEKETEE
ANNALDA WORSFOLD

IN MEMORY OF PHIL CHAMBERLAIN 
CHARLES & LINDA JOHNSON

IN HONOR OF AMY KEANE        
MARK & BARBARA GERSON

IN HONOR OF DONALD E. KELLEY
JAMES & GAIL FAHNER

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD K. NEIL 
JOANNE BECKER & THOMAS BRENNAN

IN MEMORY OF JAMES POSTMA 
EARL & DONNALEE HOLTON
MICHAEL & SARAH JULIEN

IN MEMORY OF THERESA REED  
THOMAS & SUSAN KNIGHT
JIM & JEAN VENCL

IN MEMORY OF SUSANNE REMES 
JACK & JODIE FRIEDEN
CYNTHIA GRIFFIN
ELIZABETH UPCHURCH

2022 TRIBUTE CONTRIBUTIONS 



UNRESTRICTED  
NAMED FUNDS

RESTRICTED NAMED FUNDS

Gasper J. Amodeo Fund
L. Dale & Jean Atkinson Fund
John & Janet Baab Fund
Batts Foundation Fund
Karl F. & Patricia J. Betz Fund
Ken & Judy Betz Fund
William & Laurie Boer Fund
Fred Bogaert Fund
Jim & Joan Buchanan Fund
Helen Bull Fund 
Gilbert R. & Patricia K. Davis Fund
Bob, Lois, & Sara Jean* De Boer Fund
James & Judy DeLapa Fund
Daniel & Pamella DeVos Foundation Fund
First of America Bank Fund
Nancy McKenzie Frost Fund
Gillette Family Foundation Trust Fund
John & Nancy Gordon Fund
Sid & Elizabeth Harkema Fund
Earl & Donnalee Holton Fund
David & Leslie Hooker Fund
Marilyn & Dave Hunting Jr. Fund
Sarah & Michael Julien Fund
James Keane Jr. Fund
Jim & Amy L. Keane Fund
The Korff Foundation Fund
Wayne & Vicki Korson Fund
Douglas & Raymonde Kramlich Fund

 

Harvey E. Lemmen Fund 
Deborah Hoffman Meijer Fund
Donald & Kathleen Maine Fund
Linda & Dave Mehney Foundation Fund
Fred & Lena Meijer Fund
Hank & Liesel Meijer Fund
Jack H. Miller Fund
John & Mary Morrison Fund
Richard G. & Maureen J. Morrison Fund
Richard & Jeanenne Morton Fund
John & Gail Nowak Fund
Jeff & Peg Padnos Fund
Stuart Padnos & Jean Barkin Fund
Keith G. Paluska Fund
The Richard A. Rasmussen Family Fund
Robert S. & Phyllis G. Rood Fund
Chuck & Stella Royce Fund
Mark Sherwood & Saralyn Coupe Fund
Arthur & Elizabeth Snell Fund
Chris & Charlotte Southwick Fund
John & Judy Spoelhof Foundation Fund
Bill & Norma Sprague Fund
Tassell-Wisner-Bottrall Foundation Fund
Frank & Sharon Van Haven Fund
Roger & Luella Warnshuis Fund

Unrestricted contributions less than  
$10,000 go the general fund.

Named funds, restricted or unrestricted, are established by  
making cumulative gifts and/or pledges, including pledges in  
estate plans, of $10,000 or more. Unrestricted contributions  
less than $10,000 go to the general fund.

AMWAY-MEIJER, INC. FUND FOR EDUCATION 
Pre-school + K-12 low-income and K-12 low income and  
at-risk children to participate in education programs

KARL F. & PATRICIA BETZ FUND 
For support of Vickie’s Garden in memory  
of Victoria Johnson Hoffius

JOHN D. & MARIAN F. BOUWER FUND 
Bird collection and maintenance in the Lena Meijer 
Conservatory and throughout Meijer Gardens

MOLLY BRADSHAW WETLANDS  
MANAGEMENT FUND 
Management of Wetlands embraced within 
Meijer Gardens

RICH & SHERI BROLICK FUND 
Horticultural maintenance

RICH & SHERI BROLICK SCIENCE  
OF GARDENING LECTURE FUND 
Science of Gardening lectures

BROOKS FAMILY – HOLLAND FUND 
Maintenance of the Brooks Conference Center

JESSE & GIA BUDRICK FUND 
Supports the “Who Am I? A Butterfly Ballet”

THOMAS B. CORNELL FUND 
Care and maintenance of the Water Lilies  
Sculpture and surrounding planting area

EUNICE L. CORP OF CADILLAC FUND 
Promotion of learning experiences in the  
art of bonsai

DANIEL & PAMELLA DEVOS FOUNDATION (VISITOR 
CENTER) FUND 
Maintenance of the DeVos Visitor Center

 
 

ABBY J. & MILO R. DEVRIES FUND 
Bird collection and maintenance in the wetlands,  
Lena Meijer Conservatory andMeijer Gardens

EILEEN DEVRIES FAMILY  
FOUNDATION FLOWER FUND 
Support fresh flower displays in the Welcome Center

DR. DAVID G. DVORAK FUND
Support maintenance of sculpture at Meijer Gardens

HARRY & ELIN DOEHNE  
WILDFLOWER MEADOW FUND 
Support Meijer Gardens which contains the  
Wildflower Meadow and sculpture site

CHRIS & DEANNA ECKERT FUND  
Horticultural activities

THE SALLIE PETERSON FERGUSON FUND 
Support the ability of underprivileged children to  
visit Meijer Gardens including transportation, 
admission and materials

FRED & DOROTHY FICHTER FUND 
To provide title sponsorship of Meijer Gardens’  
annual exhibition, Butterflies Are Blooming

GARDENS MAINTENANCE FUND 
General Meijer Gardens maintenance

GRACE F. JARECKI SEASONAL DISPLAY 
GREENHOUSE MAINTENANCE FUND 
Maintain high-quality and memorable displays on  
a monthly basis within the Jarecki Greenhouse

GRACE SPEARS CHADWICK  
MEMORIAL GARDEN CENTER FUND 
Purchase of library books

GWEN & JOHN HIBBARD FUND 
For support of sculpture

DIRK & JUNE HOFFIUS FUND 
For support of the Varnum Families Log Cabin,  
Hoffius Hill and the Children’s Garden

 
 

HOFFMAN FAMILY FUND 
Modernization and technological updates of the  
Hoffman Auditorium

HOFFMAN FAMILY MAINTENANCE FUND 
Meijer Gardens & exhibit maintenance

HUMANITIES COUNCIL LECTURE SERIES FUND 
Writers & poets themed lecture series
JAPANESE GARDEN FUND 
Benefit of the Japanese Garden

CHARLES & LINDA JOHNSON FUND 
For support of Vickie’s Garden in memory of  
Victoria Johnson Hoffius

DONALD & BUNNY JOHNSON 
Support and maintain the Amphitheater

MINER S. & MARY ANN KEELER FUND 
Purchase sculptures created by living artists

MINER S. & MARY ANN KEELER  
SCULPTURE MAINTENANCE FUND 
Maintenance of Rebecca Louise Law’s permanent  
art collection

KELLER ENDOWMENT FUND 
Provide transportation & scholarship admission  
to Meijer Gardens for underprivileged children

JOHN & NANCY KENNEDY FUND 
For support of the annual summer camps at  
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

KENT GARDEN CLUB FUND 
Ram’s Garden maintenance

MARTIN & SUE KLOOSTRA FUND 
Maintain and to grow the bonsai collection

DALE & PAMELA LARSON FUND 
Maintenance of the Children’s Garden

LECTURE SERIES ADMINISTRATION FUND 
Administrative support of the Frederik Meijer  
Gardens’ Lecture Series

LAWRENCE & KATHERINE LEMMEN ATRIUM FUND 
Maintenance of the Lawrence & Katherine Lemmen Atrium

RAY & NANCY LOESCHNER ANNUAL ART 
COMPETITION FUND 
Annual Art Competition inspired by the Frederik  
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

THE MARSILJE FUND 
For support of the many educational programs  
at the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

FRED & LENA MEIJER AMPHITHEATER FUND 
Support of the Amphitheater

FREDERIK & LENA MEIJER SCULPTURE  
ACQUISITION FUND 
Support acquisition & installation of sculpture

LENA MEIJER CHILDREN’S  
GARDEN MAINTENANCE FUND 
Maintenance of the Children’s Garden

MEIJER SCULPTURE FUND 
Support & enhance sculpture exhibits & programs,  
Curator’s salary & sculpture acquisition

MEIJER SCULPTURE MAINTENANCE FUND 
Maintain & repair any sculpture exhibit of Meijer  
Gardens as well as its base & pedestal

THE HENRY PESTKA FUND 
Care and maintenance of the sculpture and sculpture  
site for Ways to Say Goodbye

DON & DOROTHY HOYT PINGREE  
MEMORIAL FUND 
Support and maintenance of the Viewing Hill  
in the Japanese Garden

ED & JUNE PREIN FAMILY FUND 
Maintenance of the Children’s Garden

RAM’S GARDEN MAINTENANCE FUND 
Ram’s Garden maintenance

LEONARD & DORA ROSENZWEIG ORCHID  
WALL & EXHIBIT FUND 
Perpetual care of the Orchid Wall & exhibit

SECCHIA GARDEN LECTURE FUND 
Support the Secchia Garden Lecture and general  
operating money

CONSTANCE Z. & HILARY F. SNELL FUND 
Support the annual Connie Snell Volunteer  
Recognition Dinner

THE SEASONAL PLANTINGS FUND 
Support of outdoor seasonal horticulture plantings 
and floral displays

F. PHILLIP VAN EYL FUND 
Maintenance of the DeZwaan Windmill Botanical  
Model in the Railway Garden

VICKIE’S GARDEN FUND 
For support of Vickie’s Garden in memory of  
Victoria Johnson Hoffius

JOHN & LYNN VINKEMULDER FUND 
Maintenance of the Cabin Creek & Plantoir sculptures

VOLUNTEER TRIBUTE GARDEN FUND 
Maintenance of the Volunteer Tribute Garden

PETER M. WEGE LIBRARY  
ENDOWMENT FUND 
Library materials & maintenance

WEGE ENVIRONMENTAL LECTURE  
SERIES FUND 
Environment lectures

WELCOMING THE WORLD:  
HONORING A LEGACY OF LOVE FUND 
For support of all facilities, gardens and art created,  
modified or restored as part of the campaign

KENNETH DALE WENGER TREE FUND 
Purchase trees to be planted at Meijer Gardens

Restricted named funds demonstrate some of the ways  
members have chosen to make their gifts to the Foundation  
gifts that grow and bloom forever. If you are unable to  
establish a named, restricted fund for $10,000 or more,  
but you wish to designate your gift to the Foundation for  
a specific purpose, it is possible. You can designate your  
gift to a specific area of interest by indicating that  
preference on the enclosed gift envelope. 



unfamiliar with the concept. 
It just means every dollar 
donated makes an immediate 
impact but also continues  
to make a difference in  
the future.”  

James took time to learn 
about the different giving 
opportunities available. “The 
Foundation recognizes donors 
who pledge a gift of $1,000 or 
more, which is a lot of money, 
but I learned any pledge can 
be paid off over several years. 
I hope others learn about the 
various options and find what 
works best for them.”

Although James no longer lives in Grand Rapids, his commitment to  
the Gardens remains strong. “Art is medicine for the human spirit and  
a gateway into the minds of other people and other cultures. I want to  
be part of the Gardens’ mission to be a place where everyone is welcome 
and included.”  

When James made his original gift, he was surprised with the opportunity 
to hand the check directly to Fred Meijer, and he still has a picture of that 
moment.  When he made this most recent pledge, he met instead with 
his grandfather Ray to tell him about his decision. Ray adds, “You can 
imagine how proud I was to have my grandson contribute to the Foundation 
campaign when he was a boy, and I’m just as proud to have him join the 
Perennial Society this year. I know Fred would be really touched as well.”  

JAMES KEANE JR.
James Keane Jr. was just 9 years old when he made his first donation 
to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation, making  
him by far the youngest donor in the history of the organization. 
Today, at 29 years old, he has become the youngest member of  
the Perennial Society.

As a young boy, James learned about the importance of giving  
back. Over the years, he had saved a portion of his weekly  
allowance, accumulating $70. He was inspired to donate this  
money to the Foundation after learning about Fred Meijer’s 2- 
for-1 challenge grant from his grandfather, Ray Loeschner,  
who was founder of the Foundation. This meant James’ gift  
would be tripled in value.

When asked about his decision to give at such a young age, James 
says, “My family emphasized the importance of giving back to the 
Grand Rapids community. I watched them give to our church, to the 
school systems, and to arts organizations – they set a great example 
and made it a priority.”   

With Ray as its founding member, the 
Foundation has made giving accessible 
and personal, and the Gardens have 
been part of James’ life since he 
was born. “I learned while leading 
fundraising efforts in college that 
people want to give to organizations 
they care about. And for me, it is easy 
to care about the Gardens.”  

Yet giving to a Foundation may not 
be the most obvious choice for some 
people. “The word ‘Foundation’ 
can feel a bit intimidating for those 
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Bruce and Candace Matthews are the living embodiment of  
servant leadership. Since meeting and marrying in 1999, they’ve 
been building their life’s legacy together. 

To support the exponential growth of Candace’s revered career  
as an executive of multiple Fortune 500 companies, like Coca- 
Cola, L’Oreal, and Amway, Bruce served as a stay-at-home  
father to their children. Now with Candace’s career entering 
retirement in 2022, they are ready to step up, not step back! 
“There’s no slowing down for us. We want to do more fun stuff.  
We want more experiences. We want to help more people and  
share our blessings,” said Candace.

Candace, the youngest of eighteen children herself, was taught by 
her mother ‘to whom much is given, much is required.’ To speak to 
the couple, you feel their passion for giving all that has been given to 
them, especially in their communities. That’s why in retirement, you 
will find them pouring their time, talents, and treasures into Boards 
that represent where their hearts lie, cultivating the growth of their 
"Triple S Ranch" in Ada, and raising their children and granddaughter 
to experience all that life can be. 

While settling in West 
Michigan with community 
assets like the Gardens, 
people with big hearts, 
and plenty of room for 
personal growth, they've 
found the most opportunity 
for opening eyes to true 
diversity and inclusion within 
the arts spaces throughout 
the region. 

Candace reflects often and openly about her 
experience as a Black woman in executive positions. 
“It was people who cared enough… who showed me 
what I could be, what I could do… it opened a world 
of opportunity. Underserved kids are our passion. 
Every child in kindergarten through 12th grade should 
have the opportunity to come to this place (Meijer 
Gardens) at least three times during their formative 
educational years. And the sad thing is, many of  
these children don’t ever get to experience the 
Gardens that are right in their own backyards.  
What’s stopping them? Is it the transport? We’ll get  
a bus. The financials? We’ll pay for it. The arts are so  
important to be exposed to.”

The Matthews’ legacy includes their financial contribution to  
the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation. In 2021, 
Bruce and Candace issued a challenge grant to raise funds for the 
Amway-Meijer, Inc. Fund for Education. This endowed fund allows 
low income and at-risk children to participate in education programs 
at the Gardens. Their gift also qualified them for membership into 
the Foundation’s Perennial Society and is a gift that will grow  
and bloom forever. 

But for the Matthews, this is about so much more than money – 
it’s about leaving something bigger than themselves. “You cannot 
be what you cannot see,” says Bruce. “We want to expose young 
people, especially children of color, to the world so they can see that 
they belong in these beautiful places, too. Who knows, we just may 
inspire the next generation of sculptors or horticulturists.”
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Keith Paluska takes his membership to the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Park very seriously. So seriously that  
he made it a personal goal to contribute to the Frederik  
Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation and now takes  
pride in ownership of his “tiny, little corner” of the Gardens. 

“I now feel very good about my relationship with Meijer  
Gardens because I’ve made my contribution to the  
Foundation,” Keith says. “I wanted to do something with  
my money that I would take pride in; it’s not satisfying  
having money that is not being helpful.”

Keith has more than a financial connection with the Gardens.  
Keith, or "Mr. Paluska" as he was called back then, was an 
influential figure to the outgoing President & CEO of Meijer 
Gardens, David Hooker. Keith was a guidance counselor in  
the East Grand Rapids school system and mentored David.  
“I’m not surprised that David’s so successful,” Keith grins.

Keith and his late wife, Carole, loved to walk the Gardens and 
attend concerts together. In fact, they attended the very first 
concert ever featuring Art Garfunkel. “He was feelin’ groovy  
that night,” Keith laughs. 

“At intermission, Fred Meijer came out and welcomed  
everybody. Here we are seeing the Fred Meijer for the  
first time in person. He was so sincere, so down-to-earth,  
so gracious, and just a regular guy. My wife and I immediately  
felt at home. He and Lena had a great vision for what they  
wanted the gardens to be for the community; and as it turns  
out, the world! Perhaps they didn’t realize it then, but now 
everyone loves their visit.”

When Carole and I moved to Grand Rapids in 1968, we were most 
impressed with benefactor donations. It’s memories like that – 
and, of course, a love for music, horticulture, and the arts –  
that motivated his contribution, and has kept Keith enjoying  
the Gardens for years. 

His children and grandchildren, who live in Colorado and Vermont, 
always request a trip to the Gardens when visiting. “I love to take 
them through the new exhibits and hear all the ‘oohs’ and ‘ahhs’.  
I’m their host, or maybe 
their tour guide,” he jokes. 
“We’ve never missed the 
Christmas trees, tons of 
summer concerts, and 
butterfly exhibits. (Chihuly, 
WOW!) Even my youngest 
grandson, who came to 
stay with me last summer, 
requested to walk through 
the Gardens.”

Keith goes on, “It’s a very 
special place to anyone 
who visits. Through my 
contribution to the 
Foundation, I have  
created a legacy for  
future generations.  
My little part of this  
place will live on forever.”
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WAYS  
TO GIVE

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS – Donors may contribute multiple years' worth of giving to the DAF in one tax year, then distribute  
gifts out of the DAF to the Foundation over any number of future years. By making the single, larger gift to the DAF, the donor aims to  
take advantage of itemizing deductions in the year in which it is established. The DAF is often funded with appreciated securities, which avoids 
the capital gain taxes on those assets, as well. (Note: Because of special tax rules for DAFs, the DAF would make the annual gifts directly to  
the Gardens itself, which would then add that amount to its endowment fund—the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation.)

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY – A charitable gift annuity is part gift and part purchase of an annuity and results in an income  
tax charitable deduction in the amount of the gift portion. Contributions are generally made with cash or appreciated securities. With  
this option, a donor can transfer cash or an asset to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation and, in return, the Foundation  
will make regular fixed payments to the donor for life. Donors who have reached age 70-1/2 may fund a charitable gift annuity with up  
to $50,000 from a traditional IRA without incurring income tax.

CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST – A charitable remainder trust provides the donor with annual income over the term of  
the Trust, while receiving a charitable deduction in the year it is established. Any capital gains tax due on contributed appreciated securities  
are stretched out over the term of the trust, as well. The underlying remaining assets go to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture  
Foundation at Trust’s termination. A charitable remainder trust can also be funded at a donor’s death to provide income to one or more  
persons during their lifetime(s). As with the charitable gift annuity, donors who have reached age 70-1/2 may fund a charitable remainder  
trust with up to $50,000 from a traditional IRA without incurring income tax.

Cumulative gifts to the Frederik Meijer Garden and Sculpture Foundation of $1,000 or more qualify donors for permanent recognition  
at Meijer Gardens.  

The Foundation also offers an opportunity to join the Perennial Society with cumulative lifetime gifts and/or pledges, including pledges  
in estate plans, of $10,000 or more, and the Bonsai Society at the $100,000 level. Both the Perennial and Bonsai Society membership  
include a members-only annual dinner in June held at Meijer Gardens, which includes a unique insider’s look at the Gardens.

To learn more about gifts to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation,  
please visit fmgsf.org or call Susanne Veeneman at (616) 791-3901.

There are a number of ways to give to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation; below is a summary to consider.  
Counsel with personal advisors is recommended to understand the impact of each within the context of a donor’s individual tax 
situation and estate plan. 

GIFT OF CASH – A lifetime gift of cash is the most immediate and simple way to give to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture 
Foundation. This donation may be claimed as a charitable deduction by those taxpayers who itemize their deductions.
  
GIFT OF APPRECIATED SECURITIES – A lifetime gift of an appreciated asset, which has been owned for more than one  
year, gives the donor a charitable deduction for the full market value of the asset by those taxpayers who itemize their deductions. This  
strategy also avoids capital gain taxes on the growth of the security.

GIFT AT DEATH – A gift at the donor's death by way of an estate pledge, by will or by Trust, to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture 
Foundation may reduce a donor’s estate subject to tax. 

GIFT OF RETIREMENT ASSETS – A gift to the Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation from a donor’s traditional IRA  
during lifetime, if you have reached age 70-1/2, avoids income tax on the amount of the gift and may also satisfy a donor’s annual required 
minimum distribution (up to an annual limitation of $100,000).

Gifts at a donor’s death from either a traditional IRA or a 401(k) plan avoids income tax (and estate tax) on these assets if made payable directly 
to Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Foundation by the donor naming the Foundation as a beneficiary of the retirement plan.  



Saralyn Coupe 
director

John G. Baab 
director

Tamara R. Bailey
secretary

William J. Boer 
vice president

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

2022

$158,292,381
$265,353

$158,557,734
$909,445

$157,648,289
 

$75,581,059 
$82,067,230

$157,648,289

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Investments at Market Value
Pledges, Gifts, Other Receivables
Total Assets
Less: Liabilities
Total Net Assets

Restricted Funds
Unrestricted Funds
Total Net Assets

AS OF DECEMBER 31

Contributions Income  
Investment Income or (Loss)
Total Revenues and Gains/(Loss)

Distributions to the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens & Sculpture Park
Other Expenses
Total Distributions and Expenses
Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets

2020

$2,866,147
$18,705,133
$21,571,280

$5,342,172
$139,568

$5,481,740
$16,089,540

AS OF DECEMBER 31 2022

$14,329,272 
$26,355,740
$12,026,468 

$6,941,718
$196,018 

$7,137,736
$19,164,204

2020

$151,876,685
$5,865,645

$157,742,330
$1,183,757

$156,558,573
 

$67,127,779 
$89,430,794

$156,558,573

2021

$177,190,281
$674,243

$177,864,524
$1,052,031

$176,812,493
 

$75,891,573 
$100,920,920
$176,812,493

2021

$775,165
$25,245,656
$26,020,821

$5,636,042
$130,859

$5,766,901
$20,253,920
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